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1. Introduction 

 

In responding to this Inquiry, this document focuses on evidence that prostitution is a 

coercive act of violence against women, by men, in order to gain control over them.  

To improve gender equality, the Federal Government must revoke outdated laws in 

regard to prostitution, in every state. 

The prostituting of women (and children, as well as men) is enabled by demand for it. 

Demand by men has no legislation, no rules, no morality, no public figures to oversee it. 

There is no data. No serious studies on who they are, why they do it, and how to stop 

them doing it. How does one learn to become a sex buyer? It is our patriarchal, archaic 

system, which enables it and the silence of too many on the topic. Prostitution is a male 

issue. It is systemic and insidious. It steams from an unequal system of power between 

the sexes and evolves in an opaque structural system. 

Today we aim to make it more transparent and bring it to a national public issue that will 

change the face a culture of forced marriages, trafficking in person for the purposes of 

sexual exploitation, and forced and manipulative sex. We aim to put a stop to the 

ridiculing of women's intellect and capacity to participate fully in our society. Men have 

treated women as puppets for too long. 

 

What is disappointing in numerous reports, executive summaries and/or frameworks 

published by different government agencies and organisations offering services to 

women or working to promote gender quality is that prostitution is either seen as a ‘job’, 

or a lifestyle ‘choice’. Most often, it is an 'activity' that is deemed invisible; the words sex 

buyer, 'sex worker' or prostituted woman or person is not even mentioned. 

Prostituted women as a class, population or group are not mentioned in evaluation 

documents and this is very telling of how this reality shames stakeholders, liberal 

feminists and profiters. ‘Sex work’ isn’t even mentioned, for example, in the report 
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Change the Story: A Shared Framework for the Primary Prevention of Violence Against 

Women and Their Children in Australia (Our Watch 2015). 

How can Australian health workers forget the rampant carnage of sexual violence (Leigh, 

2017) perpetrated against their daughters, sisters, nieces and own mothers (or 

themselves)? This invisibility, it seems, is caused by ignoring sectors where women are 

overrepresented; in our case, in prostitution.  

* * * 

Perhaps, we suggest, it is caused by the denial of the prostitution harms to communities. 

Perhaps men, we suggest (and this might include those on this Committee, and can 

include women, too) decide to ignore this issue to keep it alive in their own personal lives.  

Prostitution financially benefits many, yet ruins men’s and women's mental and physical 

health, as this document proposes. 

* * * 

The invisibility of women engaging in prostitution in official health documents, we 

suggest, has been caused by the sophist pretences of the Victorian Labor Government of 

the 1980s, to make 'sex work' a Workers’ Rights issue. 

 

Australia was indoctrinated by America (San Francisco) and other countries’ 'workers 

rights', that legalising sex in exchange for money could become ‘work’, Massage parlours 

became Brothels in 1984 and State funded Pimps (brothel managers) made millions of 

dollars... until Covid-19 Hit in March 2020.  

This now could be the death of 'sex work'. 

We at Pink Cross hold the Victorian Labor Government and the Commonwealth of 

Australia responsible for moral injury caused to thousands if not millions of people who 

have been involved in the sex trade since 1984. Due diligence does not seem to have 

been conducted and people have and are suffering from physical and mental health 

issues from this ordeal. 

We prefer translating this Act's name by words such as ‘Coercive control by means of 

financial reward to access a person’s body’. 
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Victoria's Occupational Health and Safety agenda for the prostitution industry neither 

protects public health nor adequately treats the harms of STIs and HIV/AIDS for 

women in the industry. Moreover, it does not seriously address the full spectrum of 

harms to women that result from their experience of being prostituted (Sullivan 2007, 

p.281, cited in Gilbert 2015, p. 7). 

Prostitution has moved online and has become even more invisible, hiding under the lies of 

Sugar Daddy websites, calling themselves 'Dating' websites. Money for sex is exchanged. 

Many of those portals are located in the United States. We need international law 

enforcement collaboration to bring these sites down. They lure underage girls and have no 

age-verification system. Australia must not allow these websites to be accessed on personal 

mobile phones and electronic devices and computers.  

We vouch for the Nordic/Equality Model of prostitution legislation for our whole nation. Now 

is the time to act. The COVID-19 pandemic has brought changes to our lives in a way no 

other circumstances could have done, pushing people to express their needs very clearly, 

and for government to rewrite laws and to enforce them under extreme stress and in a very 

short amount of time. 

We at Pink Cross need to be better resourced to combat the commodification of women's 

bodies by men. We need to lead teams of health professionals to successfully work with 

those who suffer at the arms of the international sex industry. Australia is feeling the wave of 

destruction upon its men and children from pornography access with no age or ID 

verification. 

Women in porn are prostituted women on film. We call for immediate measures to bring 

healing to addicts and traumatised women.  

Managing prostitution should begin with educating on its harms, especially in prevention 

programs. We in 2020 must learn from the past and move on from the 1980s beliefs that it is 

sexual liberation. Young people often think these the glamour of it is cool. Older people have 

never heard of predisposing factors of entry into the sex trade, its damage to their physical 

and mental health, and the lifelong medical conditions, which they will, moving on, suffer 

from. 
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Pink Cross has worked relentlessly since 2013 to reach out to women and bring them hope 

for a better life. Often the women do not even speak English. They are Thai, Vietnamese, 

Korean, Chinese or Taiwanese women who are passing by on a Tourist Visa, or on a 

Student Visa. Our CEO Ms Gilbert once was an international student  to Australia from a 

French-Speaking background and was a vulnerable target to the legal sex trade. At Pink 

Cross, we know what we're talking about. 

We need multilingual workers, printed material and devices for enabling translation when we 

meet with the women. Many brothel sites operate illegally, allowing women to work beyond 

their Visa requirements. We see it, we witness the despair, we see the tears in their eyes 

when we offer for them to make contact with us to use our support services. 

Women are referred to us coming from dysfunctional families and/or suffering from 

numerous diagnosed mental health issues. We see it, we witness the despair, we see the 

tears in their eyes when we tell them: 'I can't imagine what you've been through. Please tell 

me more'. We listen non-judgementally. 

We have men reaching out to tackle their porn or prostitution addiction. At this stage we still 

rely on volunteers as support workers. We also engage them in a Mentor Program, which 

has proven beneficial in the UK and Australia for over 766 participants in 2019, of whom 

more than 65% shared that they had reached their goals (see www.coachnetwork.org). 

The Commonwealth Government of Australia must hold each of its citizens and workers 

accountable. Public debate should begin on the very nature of prostitution: an act of violence 

against those who do not want sex, but want money. You, The Committee, must wake up 

to this gender unequal reality and enact decisions to channel funding to create more jobs for 

women so they don't resort to the torture of prostitution to survive — if they don't get killed 

before. 

We at Pink Cross Foundation Australia thank you warmly for your time reading our 

submission. Happy reading! We look forward to hearing from you.  
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2. Immediate and long-term measures to prevent violence 
against women and their children, and improve gender 

equality.  

 

2.1 Moral Injury 

 

Moral injury, as defined by researchers from veterans’ hospitals (Litz et al. 2009), refers to 

the emotional, physical and spiritual harm people feel after “perpetrating, failing to prevent, 

or bearing witness to acts that transgress deeply held moral beliefs and expectations.” It has 

been applied to health care workers struggling with symptoms of burnout and being unable 

to do what they thought was the right thing (Bailey 2020). 

The sex industry would like to suck in anyone who comes across their path. It causes moral 

injury to all women and their families affected by commercial sexual exploitation.  

Moral injury is the root cause of burnout, emotional exhaustion, poor performance, and 

detachment.  

The concept of moral injury allows clinicians to express what the burnout label failed 

to describe: the agony of being constantly locked in double binds when every choice 

one makes yields a compromised outcome and when each decision contravenes the 

reason for years of sacrifice. All of us who work in health care share, at least in the 

abstract, a single mission: to promote health and take care of the ill and injured. 

That’s what we’re trained to do. (Dean and Talbot 2019) 

We at Pink Cross are committed to provide recovery from and treatment for complex Post 

Traumatic Stress disorder relating to sexual violence, as well as 'sex work' burn out (Smith, 
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Segal and Robinson 2019), which most prostituted women experience after a number of 

months or a short few years into the trade. 

* * * 

Our Vision (Pink Cross 2020) is to see a world free of commercial sexual exploitation. Our 

Mission is to offer compassionate support to people experiencing commercial sexual 

exploitation through: 

• fostering social connections; 

• promoting healing and restoration; 

• empowering people to achieve their goals. 

We as a frontline agency visit Victorian brothels on a regular basis. It is not uncommon 

for the managers and owners there to joke around and invite us, support workers and 

visitors to the girls, to ‘work’ for them. Not uncommon. They are desperate for ‘workers’. 

Therefore, we at Pink Cross believe that the most vulnerable populations are a direct 

target of this male demand for sex. 

Members of Parliament and the general population should be re-educated, after 26 years 

of moral injury to children and women. We need to put in place strategies to overcome 

the systemic issues that causes moral injury and its end-stage, burnout. 

Women often exit the sex trade completely burnt out, and with as much debt as they had 

when they entered. There is academic literature about this. Additionally the Pink Cross 

CEO is speaking from lived experience. Survivors of the sex trade are resilient, yet have 

to use maladaptive coping mechanisms to handle the kind of stress that complex PTSD 

causes. We cope by overworking, overthinking, use drugs and alcohol cyclically, 

dissociating even with our friends and family. Only treatments such as new advances in 

neuroscience to reprogram the brain have been proven to work. EMDR, Cognitive 

Processing Therapy & Schema Therapy are effective, long-term treatments about which 

people experiencing symptoms should know. 

Moral injury stems from a system’s failure. The Labor Government has failed to protect 

the health and safety of countless women and men, and should revise its strategy for 

good — and best — mental health outcomes. 
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It is a sophist argument, highly deceptive to all women over those 26 years of brutal 

enslavement in the legal sex trade, to have implied for that long that sex can be sold.  

A sophism is a statement to deceive someone in a debate or conversation. It might 

be made to seem to make sense when really being wrong, or it might use difficult 

words and complicated sentences to intimidate the audience into agreeing. An 

argument ad hominem is an example of sophistry’. (Wikipedia 2020) 

We, victims of the sex trade, have been deceived. 

“Does the definition of ‘sexual services’ need to be updated?’’ was a question asked by 

Ms. Patten leading the Review to Decriminalise Sex Work enquiry. This question shows 

that the Sex Work Review Team headed by Ms Patten is lacking knowledge on 

numerous fronts. We recommend reading the Free From Violence action plan by the 

Department of Health and Human Services (2018). Although you won’t find words such 

as ‘sex work’, Outcome Number 2 (p. 8) states: 

Victorians actively challenge attitudes and behaviours that enable violence  

Victorians discuss and condemn violence through challenging rigid gender roles, 

gender inequality, sexism and discrimination, to break the cycle of violence 

Indicators: 

Decrease in sexist and discriminatory attitudes and behaviours… 

Increase in organisations and institutions with systems to support people who 

challenge sexism and discrimination… 

Reduced reports of everyday stereotypes and sexism  

Increase in bystanders feeling supported to challenge sexism and discrimination 

Increase in positive bystander behaviour in the face of sexism and discrimination 
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Increased confidence among men and boys to challenge their peer group when 

faced with disrespectful or hostile attitudes towards women 

All Victorians experience respectful relationships underpinned by human rights and 

gender equality – healthy relationship behaviours are celebrated and promoted. 

Victorians do not tolerate family violence – family violence reporting rates reflect 

increased confidence in the system and intolerance of family violence, and eventually 

reflect sustained effort in prevention.  

Victorians hold beliefs and attitudes that reject gender inequality and family violence 

– people recognise and reject all forms of family violence and gender inequality, and 

know how to challenge it when they see it. Individuals and systems do not minimise 

or deny family violence or blame victims, and stigma and discrimination are 

addressed.  

Women and men, and girls and boys, are equal – gender inequalities where people 

live, work, learn and play are diminished.  

Family violence and gender inequality are not tolerated.  

Outcome:  

– Victorians hold attitudes and beliefs that reject gender inequality and family 

violence  

– Victorians understand the causes and forms of family violence, who is affected by 

violence, and the impact on victims.  

– Victorians actively challenge attitudes and behaviours that enable violence  

– Victorians discuss and condemn violence through challenging rigid gender roles, 

gender inequality, sexism and discrimination, to break the cycle of violence. 
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The way that the Sex Work Review into Decriminalisation has been written by Ms. Patten 

and her team shows that there is a blatant disinterest in the physical and mental health 

wellbeing of those in the trade.  

It must be understood that prior to the 1984 Sex Work Act voted on by a newly elected 

Cain Labor Government in Victoria, prohibition by a Liberal Government was in place in 

Victoria and numerous women were put in jail for 'selling sex'. Prostitution was seen as a 

plague and was very visible on the streets, attracting violence (as it still does today). 

Cain's campaign to legalise brothels in order to make it less visible was part of his 

election campaign (Sullivan, 2004). It stems from a world movement emerging from the 

San Francisco gay rights movement, whose members were also selling sex as Queers. 

The lobby to validate the pain that gay people were putting themselves through came 

about alongside the gay rights movement in San Francisco (Mgbako 2020): “The activism 

of transgender sex workers involved in the 1960s queer liberation movement in the 

United States provides some of the earliest examples of sex worker organizing. By 1973, 

Call Off Your Old Tired Ethics (COYOTE), the first formal sex workers’ rights organization 

in the United States, was founded.” 

‘Sex Work’ as a definition should NOT be updated. It has been part of a wider sophistry 

argument which makes no sense to those working in the medical frontline services.   

We, the victims of the Sex Work Act 1994 and its system, refute this term. 

National marketing strategies are needed to promote health warnings against entering 

this lifestyle. Prostitution is harmful to both parties involved in this transaction, as 

explained by Kim Lefebvre Poirier (2016). You can also refer to the list of academic 

resources about risks and predisposing factors of entry into prostitution, in Appendices to 

this inquiry response. 

 

2.2 Recommendations on Moral Injury 

 

We at Pink Cross call for the Australian Government to repair the moral injury the 

Victorian Labor Government and other parties from other jurisdictions has caused to too 
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many women, including Founder, Survivor and Executive Director of Pink Cross 

Foundation, Geneviève Gilbert.  

There are hundreds of thousands of women who have, since 1984 when the Sex Work 

Act was voted on, fallen into the violent depths of massage parlours, prostitution, escort 

services and brothels and did not escape unharmed, or alive.  

In a widely cited research paper by Melissa Farley, conducted in nine countries on the 

effects of prostitution on the mental health of women, 68% of 827 people in several types 

of prostitution in different countries met criteria for PTSD. The severity of PTSD 

symptoms of participants in this study were in the same range as treatment seeking 

combat veterans, battered women seeking shelter, rape survivors and refugees from 

state-organised torture. Eighty-eight per cent of those interviewed wanted to leave 

prostitution (Farley 2003, p.24). 

 

2.3 Measures to Prevent Women From Being Prostituted 

 

All brothel, street and private ‘sex workers’ are vulnerable girls and women who can be 

supported in finding mainstream employment. ‘Sex work’ is an oxymoron (it means the 

words contradict each other). The prostitution exchange will never be ‘a job’.  

Vulnerability is, according to Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary, the quality or state of having 

little resistance to some outside agent, in our case, patriarchal structures and forces.  

Therefore, we suggest brothels cease operating and that any reference to the building or 

renting of a building for the purposes of sexual exploitation within local planning laws be 

removed. Instead, we suggest that town planners rewrite their Code of Ethics, which 

Code could include references to knowledge of prostitution activity happening. 

Public servants taking action is paramount in order to curb demand for unwanted sex, 

which can only help prevent and decrease supply and its related life-long ramifications on 

physical and mental health. 
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2.4 Recommendations About Laws to Prevent Violence Against 

Women Involved in Prostitution 

 

The drafting of new Bills to become laws are needed to provide Medicare Rebatable 

(100% free) treatment for recovery and holistic services to men and women having been 

or still involved in commercial sexual exploitation.  

We at Pink Cross do not agree with a two-tiered model of decriminalisation. We do not 

want pimps, managers and the like to be free to exploit more human beings. Rather, we 

promote the decriminalisation and revocation of any convictions for prostitution crimes 

(street prostitution). Punishing the vulnerable person who prostitutes only accentuates 

and widens the economic and class gap between the person and her cultural 

surroundings. There is no social justice if we do not provide mental health support for 

those who buy sex and those who sell sex.  

Now in 2020, twenty-six years of making legal the enslavement of people into 

commercial sexual exploitation is enough, Victoria. Daniel Andrews MUST hear this, 

Fiona Patten.  

Wake up, Victoria. Wake up, Australia. The COVID-19 pandemic may claim lives and 

turn around the way we live; we at Pink Cross believe it will naturally render obsolete the 

Victorian Sex Work Act, especially because of your findings throughout this enquiry. We 

trust, Ms Patten, that you will be convinced of the negative impact of this industry on 

public health. 

Pink Cross Foundation Australia calls on the revocation of the Sex Work Act 1994, which 

destroyed eight precious fertility years of CEO Geneviève Gilbert’s life and damaged her 

mental and physical wellbeing. Daniel Andrews must be made aware of this. I can only 

imagine the damage that legal sex work and its health impacts has had on those young, 

homeless or at-risk girls and women who do not complete their high school degrees and 

enter, before the legal age of 18 years old, this lifestyle.  

After 20 years in the industry, Annabelle* (her working name, Boardroom Brothel, South 

Melbourne, Victoria) had nothing to look forward to, reports Geneviève.  In 2010 when 
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Geneviève exited, Annabelle was still lounging around, saying no to seeing Indian men 

as usual, and just being plain depressed, superficial, confused and lonely. There was not 

much Geneviève could do for her, as the existence of exit programs was not even known 

to the ‘sex workers’. 

The Red Magazine, the only sex industry magazine reaching the ‘contractors’ within the 

brothels, did not contain information on the harms of prostitution. It was a publication 

from their fourth edition of the year in 2009 (Geneviève had already been in the industry 

for six years, wanting out but having no resources to do so) that an upcoming Pathways 

to Exit Program (funded by the local government) was being offered, and that it would 

begin in April 2010. Geneviève Gilbert is the first client who eagerly undertook this 

program. She had to reach out to obtain her own support services and resources on top 

of feeling painfully ashamed of having a ‘social worker’ (after all, she was post-graduate 

educated, had it all together, and did not believe she would come that low). With the 

support of numerous agencies, she never returned to a life of corruption, physical abuse, 

sexual pain and exploitation, rampant addiction, blatant co-existing mental health 

presentations and one of a double-life, marred with daily shame, guilt and remorse.  

Seeing the gap in service delivery in Victoria, a decision was made to start speaking 

publicly about her own ordeal after she watched a public presentation by Dr. Shelley 

Lubben, speaking in Michigan about her life as a former porn star and prostitute. She had 

founded Pink Cross in California and was reaching and giving hope to hundreds of 

women and men worldwide. Her charity was booming, and very effective. Here in 

Australia we thought that we could leverage on the brand she created and asked her if 

we could use it in Australia. She agreed to it on a whim. 

Both organisations worked independently. In 2016, Shelley closed down Pink Cross 

USA, after a long battle with her ex-husband in an acrimonious divorce. She had many 

trolls and abusers online as well as stalkers at Adult Conventions she attended 

throughout the US to reach porn stars and give them hope, that there are other ways to 

live.  

. 
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With untreated Complex Post Traumatic Stress Disorder becoming apparent, living in a 

caravan park in the country and away from her three daughters, Shelley Lubben took her 

life in early 2019, aged 50 years old.  

Preceding this was the apparent suicide of her first daughter, conceived by one of her 

‘tricks’. Shelley continued to prostitute until the child may have been ten years old and 

this had long lasting effects on Tiffany, then in 2019 a parent of three little children. 

Tiffany killed herself. Her mother followed her to heaven. 

You can watch Dead Porn Stars Memorial on YouTube, which Lubben put together about 

all those porn stars, aka ‘prostitutes on film’, who have died because of their ‘occupation’. 

All the Acts and laws stated in the Victorian Sex Work Act 1994 have to be revised to 

include supplemental, incredibly generous funding directed at frontline services such as 

Pink Cross Foundation Australia to avoid more suicides, deaths, despair, medicated 

treatment (which often acts only as a panacea in a person’s life, and does not address 

long-term trauma and its effects), as well life-long untreated conditions ultimately claiming 

women’s lives. If appropriate, Pink Cross can submit further details about our Clinical 

Management strategy. For example, we have prepared a five year detailed budget 

including marketing campaigns reaching the whole population, graphics and posters on 

trains and buses on mental health impacts of engaging in prostitution at different times of 

the year as we know when the buyers and the ‘sex workers’ are engaging in this practice 

the most. 

Also, we have developed a budget stating how many staff remunerated based on Fair 

Work Modern Awards are needed to bring relief to the despair men and women are 

facing in the sex industry. 

From her lived experience, Geneviève Gilbert, Pink Cross CEO, was not warned of the 

psychological consequences and dangers of ‘working’ in a brothel.  

As a way of example, in her desperation trying to quit this ‘job’, she refinanced a humble 

unit she had purchased after paying off her university debt, “in order to get started in life 

with something ahead for me, not a debt”, as she mentions in Prostitution Narratives, a 

collection of twenty first person account of women who survived prostitution in developed 

countries (eds. Tankard Reist and Norma 2016).  
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She took cash out and gave it in a stash to one of her clients that she was ‘dating’ (a 

conman and liar, who was married with one child, she later discovered after chasing him 

with a private detective).  

 

 

. This was a way for Geneviève to get 

out of the industry: receive passive income and never returning to selling sex for money.  

 

 

 

 

. 

Such is one person’s desperation to exit the sex trade; taking unprecedented risks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 she, under his pressure, because he labelled her with all sorts of epithets, believed 

that she was the one needing to see a psychologist. And so she did. What Geneviève 

described to the psychologist was a person she was dating who was suffering from 

Borderline Personality Disorder. BPD is an attachment disorder and Geneviève 

experienced his love-hatred relational ways towards her. The only answer to a BPD 

destructive relationship, after reading Walking on Eggshells (Mason and Kreger, 2011) is 

to cut all links with the person. 

Men who visit brothels are at risk, and women who sit down at brothels selling sex to 

survive a life full of neglect, abuse and injustice, are also very much at risk of further 

harm. Both types of risks are different but they are real risks of losing the possibility of 

living a fulfilling life. Without appropriate information made public, state-wide and 

nationally, men and women in the sex industry will continue to suffer and die. Laws on 
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free choice protects individuals to make decisions and give them the Dignity of Risk each 

one of us deserve. Yet, nothing is done to tell the truth about prostitution. 

Geneviève Gilbert, Pink Cross CEO, is happy to consult with the government to provide 

input into all aspects of the different Acts which will need amendments in order to 

‘Promote and protect public health’ under a partial decriminalised model. What she is 

most interested in is to draft a brand new Bill supporting at risk people in the sex industry. 

Over the years she has met other stakeholders and charities in other states and around 

the world and understands and can draft in great detail what sort of funding is required to 

best support everyone, from concerned relatives and friends to former ‘sex workers’ who 

have never talked about it and have kept this a dark secret for years, holding them back 

to live a fulfilling life. 

 

2.5 Measures to Prevent Violence Against Independent (or 

Home-Based) Prostituted Women 

 

As abolitionists for the sex trade, we believe that those who ‘privately’ remain in the trade 

can be reached, can be shown respect by Law Enforcement and frontline agencies, and 

can be provided with the most up-to-date industry best practice in social services, 

psychological and medical interventions. By offering them the Dignity of Risk they 

deserve, they could lead healthy and fulfilling lives. But there has been only fickle, 

unreliable funding from the State government since the Sex Work Act was born in 1986. 

We believe we can abolish the pain that those who sell sex ‘privately’ are going through 

by providing them treatment and exit options such as Hope Counselling’s “Post 

Traumatic Recode” Neurological Rewiring & Attachment Repatterning For Complex 

PTSD.  

Prostitution as a means of survival may still occur in a world where brothels are shut 

down, which is imminent. Therefore, people still selling their sexual services and wanting 

to work from home or hotels can be reached by Pink Cross staff and supported to 
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recover from the harms of prostitution, their lifelong issues, and to reach their general life 

goals.  

Goals may involve, in a case-management setting by a support or social worker, to 

reduce their prostitution hours, get some training for mainstream employment or to be 

linked with organisations to help them apply for NDIS funding.  

Most people we work with at Pink Cross suffer from numerous co-existing issues such as 

bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, OCD and CPTSD, drug and alcohol as well as 

prescription drugs misuse. Depression and anxiety, more common amongst the general 

population and also present in their lives, is addressed within our programs. 

'Sex work' is an oxymoron. Therefore, we refute the idea that people need to be zoned 

for taking part in prostitution. Police, by region and suburbs, can have dedicated areas in 

which they pay more attention to cars who come by with men inside to purchase sex off 

the streets. They could inform men that it is illegal to purchase sex — under our 

proposed Equality Model — and give them referrals to a support agency such as Pink 

Cross.  

The aim when reaching buyers is to educate on the harm their action can do to women, 

and the harm to themselves, highlighting that symptoms that they may experience now 

with their action of wanting to buy sex can be linked to issues needing to be addressed 

so the man can live a more rewarding life. 

The women are also gently approached by Police, in conjunction with frontline agencies, 

about getting their life back on track if presenting with co-existing issues such as mental 

health and AOD (alcohol and other drugs), legal concerns, or housing needs. These are 

the usual issues we see and hear about daily at Pink Cross. 

 

2.6 Violence in the Sex Industry 

 

Non-consensual 'sex work' is a crime. It is a National Crime for the purposes of sexual 

slavery and it is called Trafficking in Humans. When no money is exchanged, it is also 

Inquiry into family, domestic and sexual violence
Submission 237



  
 
 

24 
 

      

called rape. ‘Sex work’ is an oxymoron. Violence abounds in ‘sex work’, and in non-

consensual ‘sex work’.  

What else can be done? We recommend tougher convictions for perpetrators, a justice 

system that rehabilitates yet protects its community from a convicted person’s 

whereabouts.  

 

A convicted person should not be allowed to advertise, for example, on Tinder or any 

other matching websites. These sites should have strict processes to screen men in 

order to protect women from predators. 

All online businesses where strangers are able to meet through a given portal and then 

interact with girls or women should be held to the highest scrutiny. 

Take for example, a woman we are supporting, a mother of two, and a victim of domestic 

violence, Venesa Bestel (Delibasic 2019). In 2015 Venesa was bound and gagged and 

taken to a room at the Hotel where she endured three weeks of “unspeakable horror” – 

being repeatedly raped, burnt with cigarettes, throat cut, and head shaven. “I thought I 

was going to die. I lost my dignity and I felt like there wasn’t a reason to live anymore.” 

She managed to escape when someone untied her and told her to run to an unlocked 

door. She called Café Care founder Bill Pontikis who had been supporting her previously. 

“It was in that moment I left that life behind me and I thank God for giving me strength. I 

have never looked back and since then I’ve been dedicating my life to helping other 

victims of sex trafficking,” she said. Venesa now speaks about her experience and 

highlights the proliferation of illegal brothels, many masquerading as massage parlours, 

and sex trafficking. “A lot of the women working in these places have been trafficked and 

they have no escape as the owners hold their passports, forcing women to live at the 

parlours for seven days a week.”  
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Picture: Andy Brownbill. The notorious Gatwick Hotel in 2016. Picture: Yuri Kouzmin 
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2.7 Education Campaigns About the Harms of Prostitution 

Pink Cross, with appropriate funding from the current Labor Government towards an 

impactful marketing campaign can be enabled in order to roll out educational campaigns 

for men and women engaging in prostitution.  

Campaigns may have different aims. For example, one could describe consent and use 

the word ‘rape’, to put it in the mind of boys and men that when there is no answer, it 

does not mean yes, it means it is a no-touch, a no-go. 

Another one can describe effects of prostitution on physical and mental health. We think 

of campaigns such as those trying to deter people from smoking tobacco. 

We are thinking of a campaign to discourage the abduction and underground selling of 

women for sex, when drugged and restrained.  We are working with Venesa Bestel, who 

has experienced the most horrific and violent trafficking one can live to experience. 

Funding can come from different parts of the government with interests in this sector. The 

health department must fund our health programs.  

Because of groups and individuals promoting the sex industry as a viable life option and 

good entertainment for men, we have yet to convince the Department of Health of the 

damaging effect of this lifestyle on both parties at stake: men and women, supply and 

demand. 

The marketing campaign could graphically describe the problems they will face as they 

spend more time undertaking these activities, one party for fun, the other for survival. 

You could compare such campaigns with those we have now seen for a few years on 

tobacco cigarettes’ packs. The same applies to the dangers of coming into contact with 

asbestos, unknown to women who worked with the material in the early 20th century. 
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Photo source: Imperial War Museum. 

 

… few people knew that asbestos causes fatal lung diseases, and a slow and painful 

early death. Now the damage is undisputed and a full ban came into force in the UK 

in 1999. (Nordic Model Now 2017) 

There are enormous health consequences from smoking tobacco regularly. Combating 

life-long consequences of trauma from the sex industry should be well described, 

documented and funded so that Victoria, and Australia at large, maintains good mental 

health in men and women still engaging in this practice. 

 

2.8 Massage Parlours and the ‘Happy Ending’ 

 

Massage parlours will need to be legislated under current Victorian laws. When the 

Nordic/Equality Model is passed as Law at Parliament and put in place, rolled out and 

actioned by law enforcement and other stakeholders, we will begin to see a reduction in 

death caused by homicide by men's violence against women in this country.  

*  * * 

At Pink Cross we believe that all employees, casuals or regular, should undergo training 

in massages parlours to NOT take any offers from men for extra services (the ‘happy 
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ending’: a massage ‘therapist’ providing a hand job, or masturbating a man until he 

ejaculates). 

Instead, we came up with a Do-It-Yourself Bag; see the Appendix. The therapist should 

provide these bags to the men at the start of the massage service, and make sure the 

man understands that a massage to his genitals will not be provided. 

These bags, akin to current condoms provided freely to men and women in legal 

brothels, should be compulsory for any men wanting a ‘happy ending’. He can do it 

himself with the ‘Do-It-Yourself’ bag. This way, the woman is protected from being 

coerced into touching the man’s genitals. No human sexual trafficking (section 271 of the 

Criminal Code) or illegal activity takes place.  

The ‘massage therapist’ would be obliged to leave the room as to not witness the man’s 

ejaculation. The man could be charged not only with trafficking a woman if he asks her 

with the gift of cash to touch his genitals, but if we look into the Indecent Exposure 

legislation, could also, by the massage parlour management, be charged with exposing 

himself indecently. If you would need further explanation on this idea, please contact Pink 

Cross and we shall provide a better worded legal explanation of how it may pan out 

legislatively. 

Massage parlours could be consulted and a design for a silk bag with plastic endings to 

capture semen could be created. These nappy bags are already used in brothels, in each 

room that ‘sex workers’ use, to place condom plastic covers, tissues and condoms 

themselves after use. These bags are then placed in a chute with all towels used in 

rooms. Replacing brothels’ paraphernalia, frontline agencies such as Pink Cross could 

supply those for the women (and men) remaining in the trade, under an Equality Model of 

Prostitution Legislation. 

Our staff could reach the ‘workers’ wherever they are, or they could come by to one of 

our ten drop-in centres to fill up for free supplies. This can take place to continue some 

parts of the harm minimisation approach which was the underlying setting in which the 

Sex Work Act 1994 was initially written, in the early 1980s. 

 

2.9 Legal and Social Approaches to Sexual offences 

Inquiry into family, domestic and sexual violence
Submission 237



  
 
 

29 
 

      

 

The area of Legal and Social Approaches to Sexual offences is a wide-ranging one to 

cover. As stated from lived experience by Pink Cross CEO Geneviève Gilbert, she 

personally, when engaging in legal prostitution in a South Melbourne brothel, between 

the years of 2002 to 2009, could ‘not be bothered’ going to Police or making a statement 

when a gang rape, at the Buck’s party, happened to her. It had happened to other co-

workers before and it happened to her then too. 

You go home and you try to forget about it. You have your money, and you get up 

after a few days break and you go back to the brothel to make more money. No time 

to do this ‘shit’ of reporting to police outside hours. You are dissociated and stay 

dissociated. No time for a reality check. No. Outside hours, you need to do really 

good self-care to forget about the harshness, dangers and sexual abuse you are 

coerced into by the lure of so much cash, to swallow the pain of the job and to let go 

(our quote). 

Outside hours, you are another person. You dissociate from your working name 

(Geneviève Gilbert was Jane, then ‘Paris’, then Marina, then Trinity, or any other name 

chosen when she switched brothels from time to time).  

In outside hours we do not live and breathe ‘sex work’. We despise men looking at us, 

even in our most feral and laid-back clothing. We hate men’s gaze at us. We run away 

from the public, isolate ourselves, or try to network with friends and family but it is difficult 

because we need to lie all the time. So we need to keep our lies up, and consistent, for 

everyone. If we slip up, we cast doubt in people’s heads and then they may start asking 

questions, and we don’t want that. We don’t want to be reminded of the trauma, sexual 

violence and daily abuse we face, by what 'women-loving (or so they say) prostitution-

loving men and those with vested interests in ‘sex work’ promote as a human right.  

We do not want to think about ‘sex work’ outside sex work. Being touched by two to ten 

strangers daily is hard enough. The rest of the time we do things that we like to do, that 

remind us that we are humans. Loved. Not used and abused and treated as objects. 

Rape occurs in legal brothels, outcalls from legal brothels, from Escort agencies (which 

are, at the core, based on outcalls) and it happens on the streets, in illegal brothels 
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(residential properties), or in Massage Parlours. If you look at the definition of rape, it only 

takes a few centimetres and one finger to wander into a woman’s or man’s anus without 

consent (this is a daily occurrence for those in prostitution) for a person to be able to 

make a statement to police and be believed.  

This illegal action can be prosecuted. But as stated above, it often is not. Women in 

prostitution prefer the time to recover from the assault, and they want the money. Very 

rarely would we see women going through the process of a statement to police, and 

further paperwork, meetings and prosecution. Charges are dropped. The justice system 

isn’t supportive of the women. Which prostituted woman would like to spend her hard 

earned money on a solicitor, anyway? Although women in prostitution are mothers, 

sisters, daughters, and although they may or may not have any education or vocational 

training, it is not because they lack moral conscience that they do not report crimes. It is 

that their own survival takes precedence over the difficult, emotional, and confronting 

work that would be involved in going to Police and making statements. 

If they were informed by agencies such as Pink Cross about the free legal support they 

would get when such events could occur in a prostitution setting, I believe that some 

women would dob the men in and file a report. Hotels have surveillance cameras. It 

would have been easy for our CEO Geneviève Gilbert to make a report and go down the 

long road of prosecuting these young rapists. In 2005, all that mattered was to her was to 

earn income, pay debts from university studies, and move on, never to tell a soul about 

this excruciatingly painful subjugation she put herself through to compensate from the 

lack of parental support to achieve her academic goals. She was raised with a Catholic 

mother and a runaway, addict father. 

It is only when she was radically burnt by the sex industry, after seven years into it in 

Australia (this started in Québec, Canada also, three years earlier before arriving in the 

country), having tried to exit numerous times, that she started to research what 

prostitution really was. She then found academic and now retired Melbourne University 

Professor Sheila Jeffrey’s publication at her local Preston library: The idea of Prostitution 

(2009). Geneviève realised that things, in the mind of the hidden, invisible prostituted 

woman that she was, started to make sense. She was fooled, and she was and still is 

today paying the price for it.  
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As mentioned in Pink Cross video consultation session on Wednesday 15 July 2020, she 

suffers from C-PTSD, and further disabling neurological and mental health conditions 

such as misophonia, which greatly affects her day-to-day life. But she is undertaking 

psyxhological C-PTSD treatment and maintains hope that her unwanted psychological 

and physical symptoms will ease, as it has been proven for some symptoms when 

treated for a few weeks at the Phoenix Clinic Melbourne in 2019. 

The question should not be about what to do with ‘businesses’ who do not comply, but 

with citizens who exploit, abuse sexually and are lonely, depressed, suffer from 

narcissism, BPD, drug and alcohol misuse and untreated trauma. Because that is what it 

is: men who have untreated trauma retraumatise others. This is how generational trauma 

is passed on.  

Paying for sex is an act of power and control over someone more vulnerable than you 

are, because you have the money, and the other person is there because she needs that 

money you are offering. As Kajsa Ekis Ekman (2013) puts it,  

Prostitution is, in reality, very simple. It is sex between two people—between one 

who wants it and one who doesn’t. Since desire is absent, payment takes its place. 

This inequality of lust is the basis of all prostitution, be it ‘VIP escort services’ or the 

modern slavery of trafficking. The same condition is always present: one person 

wants to have sex, one doesn’t. Money may get the buyer ‘consent’ and even fake 

appreciation during the act, but it only highlights the fact that the other party has sex 

even though s/he does not really want to. No matter how much is said or done to 

cover this up, if there were mutual desire, there wouldn’t be any payment—and we all 

know it.  

Prostitution is therefore an enemy of sexual liberation, of lust, and of free will. This, of 

course, is only one of the problems associated with prostitution. There is also the 

violence, the poverty, the high mortality rates, the pimps—be it the mafia or the 

state—and the whole industry that feeds off the inequality of lust. The sex trade is a 

highly gendered phenomenon. It primarily involves women and girls being sold to 

men: 98% of the people whose lives are sold through trafficking are women and girls. 

A minority are men and boys whose lives are sold to other men. 
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3. Best practice and lessons learnt from international 
experience, ranging from prevention to early 
intervention and response, that could be considered in 

an Australian context 

 

Pink Cross as a frontline agency supporting those at risk in prostitution aims to bring 

wellbeing to those who have or are engaging in the sex trade. Positive health outcomes 

are at the centre of all our programs. 

Prevention is of paramount importance.  We strive to mobilise our volunteers to support 

us at local, state and national level. We aim to educate girls and boys at an appropriate 

age on the harms of this lifestyle. Teaching about consent and healthy relationships and 

the acknowledgement of feelings, from a strength-based health model. 
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Clic on the image above or refer to References to read an online article on a 2002 
Swedish Governmental public campaign 'to educate and build support for the law and its 
purposes' (Prostitution Research, 2016). 

 

3.1 Nordic Model Style of Legislation – The Equality Model 
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We at Pink Cross believe that a Nordic-style approach of prostitution legislation —or the 

Equality Model —should be considered to curb not only sexual violence, but all other 

forms of violence. Research is clear on the direct links between sexual violence and all 

other forms of violence against women. Oxymorons such as the words 'sex work', and all 

related adult entertainment industry activities and terminology do not preclude those who 

are called 'the supply' for 'sexual services' to be vulnerable to all other forms of violence 

that Australia experiences. 

* * *   

In a UK based study of sex workers in London, cis gendered female sex workers’ mortality 

rate was recorded as 12 times higher than women from the general population and murder 

was identified as one of the leading causes of death (Ward, Day and Weber 1999, p. 342, 

cited in Sanders et al. 2017). 

Other studies show that the mortality rate of women in prostitution is 200 times higher than 

the general population (Potterat et al. 2004). Law enforcement, court reports, human rights 

advocates and medical reports are clear: the sex industry is full of violence against women, 

including rape, bashings, brutalisations and even murder (Nordic Model Now, 2020).  

An Australia free of violence against women and their children is an Australia where 

women are safe, respected, valued and treated as equals in private and public life. 

We can end violence against women and their children. The evidence-based 

approach outlined in this framework lays out a pathway to a measurable reduction in 

its prevalence. Similar approaches have been used to great effect in areas such as 

road safety, drink driving and rates of smoking. (Our Watch, 2015) 

In order for women to be treated as equals in public and private life, all current Acts relating 

to prostitution legislation, nationally and by State, must be reconsidered with regard to their 

value in our country. 

We at Pink Cross call for these laws to be revoked and replaced by a legislative model that 

will substantially curb violence against women. The prime example of this is Sweden, where 

the Nordic Model style of prostitution legislation has seen a decrease in death of women in 

prostitution, compared to other countries (Sex Industry Kills, 2020). 
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Mujaj and Netscher (2015) provide figures (Table 1) which indicate that estimated street 

prostitution has halved in Sweden since 1995. 

Table 1: Estimated number of individuals engaged in street prostitution. 

Year Number of individuals 

1995 650 women (SOU, 1995) 

1998/99 The introduction of the Act prohibiting the Purchase of Sexual Services meant 

that prostitution more or less vanished completely from the streets (National 

Board of Health and Welfare, 2000) 

2008 300-340 women (SOU 2010:49) [24] 

2010 200 women (contacts with the Prostitution Units) 

2011-2014 200-250 women yearly (contacts with the Prostitution Units). 

(Source: Mujaj and Netscher 2015, p. 16, cited in Scottish Government 2017.) 

 

Stakeholders and politicians must remember that the locations where prostitution happens 

are very insidious, that the very act of either offering your body, or paying for sex, is utterly 

secretive and shameful for most people, and therefore corners the prostitution transactions 

in the private realms of where life happens. 

You do not see prostitution unless you look for it.  
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Mothers and daughters will not see it until they are exposed to it. Female members of 

Parliament do not think about it. We, women, do not know or hear about it unless we have 

been involved in it, someone close to us has been, or if we address sexual abuse from our 

past, a not-so-distant rape by a friend, or when someone gets violently killed after being 

raped by a man on bail who had a history of using and aggressing prostituted women 

(Russell and Bucci 2013). 

We, at Pink Cross, have seen this underworld. Many of our staff, volunteers and supporters 

were once part of the sex industry.  

We know it well, we have experience its harm, and we condemn it. We condemn it, because 

we continue to suffer from different ailments relating to the still numerous unaddressed 

issues emanating from it, which often can be healed only over years if not decades of 

committed treatment. 

These issues remained unaddressed for a long time because of the shame and stigma 

attached to the lifestyle, and the lack of appropriate, available and KNOWN treatment.  

Not enough information is disseminated on the tragic harms in the sex industry, which for 

women can often lead to death or suicide, as per a memorial video produced by American 

Founder of Pink Cross, Shelley Lubben (Lubbe, 2011). 

Following a number of bold survivors speaking out about their ordeal, in Australia and 

around the world, Pink Cross Australia’s Executive Director and Founder Geneviève Gilbert 

began sharing her own story and building her knowledge base on the harm of prostitution 

after she exited ‘work’ in a legal brothel in Victoria. 

Without survivor stories, our civil society will not change. You, the reader, need to believe 

the harm to which the victim’s vulnerability leads. You can read Geneviève Gilbert’s story in 

Prostitution Narratives (Tankard Reist and Norma 2016). 

As per the Change the Story (Our Watch 2015) framework suggests, these are the supports 

that are needed:  
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Prevention infrastructure explains how a collaborative national approach requires 

strong infrastructure to support quality cross-sectoral practice, enable policy and 

legislative reform and provide the leadership and coordination necessary to drive 

broad, deep and sustainable social change. This holistic approach should integrate 

the promotion of gender equality and non-violence into the work of established 

agencies, organisations and networks; and use existing infrastructure at the national, 

state, regional and local levels, supported by coordination and quality assurance 

mechanisms and an expert workforce (OurWatch 2015). 

Therefore, we at Pink Cross strongly recommend that all of you involved in this Inquiry 

address the following: 

1. Make a list of the laws written about and for prostitution.  

2. Consult with experts on which amendments should be made based on the premise 

that prostitution causes harm to those who purchase, and those who offer sexual 

access to their bodies.  

3. Decide which Minister will read the Bill the experts will draft and present it to Upper 

and Lower House for URGENT consideration. 

Australia must change this ‘entertainment’ activity for men in order to decrease the number 

of domestic violence incidents, which occur daily in Australia.  

Prostitution activity comes under the larger umbrella of violence against women. 

There are 657 matters with which the police deal every day in Australia (Our Watch 2015, 

p.10). Men are using their male privilege, cash and seemingly acquired freedom — because 

they do not carry babies and are not bound at home breastfeeding a baby or caring for small 

ones — from their day-to-day employment and employment-related travels to use these 

discrepancies (meeting women for sex), because ‘they can’. They commodify women’s 

bodies.  

In this country, men drive demand for sex. In the whole wide world, men drive demand for 

sex. They will reach online websites to offer money in exchange for favours from girls and 

women. Sex addiction is real. 
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3.2 Practical aspects of the Nordic Model 

 

The Victorian SICU Team (Sex Industry Coordination Unit) is doing a great job with 

limited resources. Their role is mainly to apply the Sex Work Act 1994. In Victoria they 

work in conjunction with the AFP.  

Pink Cross believes that a team of at least fifteen full time employees should oversee the 

current Sex Work Act 1994, under the Consumer Affairs Regulated operations. The SICU 

Team is not attending the 95 (pre-COVID Crisis) legal brothels in the State often enough, 

and regional ones are largely ignored. 

Under an Equality Model, enforcement would mean that Police would always refer a 

woman found prostituting, in any location or circumstance, to Case Management and 

support services such as those offered by Pink Cross. A similar Nordic Model 

Enforcement Team should be created and mostly work with frontline agencies in reachin 

and informing men and women of their rights and responsibilities. 

*  * * 

In an Equality/Nordic Model legislative setting, tip-offs and calls from prostituting women 

would be able to protect them from much more harm. Their ‘client’ could be traced with 

the phone number provided to the prostituting woman. In the case of an ‘ugly mug’ (a bad 

client), where the exchange would have had happened at any type of location, from 

street to homes, Airbnb homes, to hotels, the woman is not penalised for selling sex and 

has the power to tip-off a violent John. Currently, women in the sex trade do not report 

crimes for that very reason. On the streets, a specific team of officers would be mandated 

to deter clients from approaching women. 

Police would be trained to talk the talk: tell the man that buying a woman for sex is illegal, 

is an act of coercion, of power and control over an individual and reinforces not only 

gender stereotypes (a woman serving a man: doing what ‘he’ wants) but that it reinforces 

the prostituted person’s vulnerability, poverty and visible victimisation. 

Eleven countries have adopted the Nordic Model of Prostitution legislation and Australia 

needs to follow suit. Law enforcement needs to be on par with such novel models of 

legislation in order to continue teaching the general population about poor mental health 

Inquiry into family, domestic and sexual violence
Submission 237



  
 
 

39 
 

      

outcomes for the women and men affected by commercial sexual exploitation, and how 

to regain control over your own life. The purchaser is also at risk of suffering from difficult 

life circumstances (Malarek 2006). 

The revocation of the Victorian Sex Work Act 1994 can only bring a decrease in crimes 

against women and trafficking in humans for sexual slavery, as proven by other 

countries’ data. This will demonstrate that Australia is able to lead the way, protect its 

citizens, and work towards gender equality with a much more informed approach. 

Violence against women begins when there is a large disparity in gender roles. Gender 

equality will become a reality when laws are revoked, modified, or new ones are created. 

 

3.3 Recommendation: Equality/Nordic Model of Prostitution 

Legislation 

 

A new Bill must be drafted which will oversee national social policies on the prostitution 

exchange. This is of paramount importance due to the prevalence of prostitution and the 

harm it extends to families and communities in Australia.  

We strong suggest taking example on the Canadian C-36 Bill Facts Sheet. Prostitution 

Criminal Law Reform: Bill C-36, the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons 

Act In force as of December 6, 2014 ( 

A Bill was drafted in 2018 for South Australia by Abolitionist activists, prostitution 

survivors, and other women's safety activists. They are presenting to the SA Parliament 

the realities of prostitution and arguing that while they support the decriminalisation of the 

sale of sex, they oppose the exploitation of women and the industrialisation of 

prostitution. They are urging the government to provide genuine exit opportunities, 

arguing that Vicki Chapman’s sponsored prostitution legalisation bill will lead to greater 

numbers of women, particularly from South East Asia, being exploited. 
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With this, finally, after centuries of invisibility, this Equality Model of Prostitution 

Legislation Bill would include the prominent role men play in the demand for gaining 

sexual access to women’s bodies.  

Finally, we will secure men’s responsibility for demand: with the support of the committee 

(you) and the Federal Government as a whole, we will penalise and criminalise male 

entitlement to access a female body for sexual gratification. 

*  * * 

History can teach us how to address the issue of the commodification of people's bodies. 

Millions of animals have been killed since illegal logging began in the forestry industry. 

New laws have been created to counteract deforestation, in Australia and the world. 

There is still much to do to protect our koalas, which may become instinct. Queensland is 

the worst state with its deforestation and logging practices. Despite being outside the 

scope of this submission, we believe that these practices are harmful to the environment 

and contribute to global warming. 'Sex work' is harmful to humans and contribute to more 

violence against women.  
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Inhaling of burnt, dried tobacco leaves by humans has proven harmful to our health and 

our developed countries have restricted this addiction by imposing strict laws about 

smoking, with warnings on the cigarette packs and locations where this can take place. 

Humans coming into contact with asbestos materials have dismantled old practices and 

created new laws which warn the public and trade workers if and when a building 

contains this product, as it has killed people by a slow a painful death initially when the 

harms were not know. 

One only needs to type a quick Google search to find how workers in the tobacco, 

forestry or asbestos management have been retrained and have secured employment in 

other fields. There is no doubt that women involved in the sex trade will find mainstream 

employment elsewhere. Selling sex is not employment. It is physical and mental torture 

and breaks numerous international conventions on Human Rights. 

*  * * 
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Women in the sex industry will be retrained and obtain education to work in mainstream 

jobs. Together, we will do this. With you, the Committee on Social Affairs. 

 

For those of you still reading and not being convinced on the harm of prostitution to 

families and communities across the nation, Pink Cross urges you to remember the days 

where people could smoke in restaurants! What an aberration it is today to even think 

that anyone could do this! 

It is only with effective legislation rolled out by pro-active and committed managers 

determined to make a change that we will eradicate this violence against women and 

girls. 

Finally, our history can take a positive turn to break the cycle of violence within families 

and communities by dismantling current abusive and torture-like, state-enabled torture-

like conditions for women involved in the sex trade, especially those travelling or 

migrating from South East Asia. 

*  * * 

Pink Cross calls for the Victorian Government to adopt the Nordic Model of prostitution 

law reform that decriminalises selling sex, but criminalises buying sex to provide better 

protection for sex workers. This Model provides a major power shift away from the pimps 

(brothel operators) and johns (the buyers), allowing the exploited 'sex workers' 

opportunities to get out of prostitution. 

We, together, amidst this novel COVID-19 pandemic, must act swiftly, as brothels and 

massage parlours have shut down. This is the best time to propose new legislation. 

*  * * 

Men having the ability to buy sex is an invisible power that they have exerted for 

centuries over girls and women.  

Girls are children, therefore require full protection by the law, which at present DOES 

NOT protect children from online recruitment.  

We have reports of sixteen year old girls faking their age and selling themselves for sex 

to Sugar Daddies on websites . 
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'Sugar Daddies' is the new term for self-identified men with money who want the 

'company' of young women who need 'the money'. 

 

The small print on their front page is deceptive and can lure young women into 

prostitution. The exchange of money is of course discussed at the first meeting with the 

Sugar Daddy. If the young girl or women is vulnerable or at risk —the untold process truly 

unbeknownst to her —and does really believe that the men will NOT require sex with her 

and will only go out for dinner at a fancy restaurant with her, then words such as the 

screenshot describes below can coerce the woman into prostitution. It is written in such a 

way that expects the men to already know what will truly be happening: he will require 

sex with her. 
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Internet Service Providers in the USA and Australia do not care whether websites breach 

the human rights and dignity of people or about the conditions from which many women 

fall prey to men’s entitlement for sexual gratification, doing whatever men want.  

 

For women to gain equality including economic independence, we must as a society 

eradicate the enabling of prostitution. The Federal Government must stop taxing brothels 

and massage parlours, must create a new Bill to legislate ANY massage parlours and 

enforce strict measures for them to operate (see below our proposal for a do-it-yourself 

bag). 

 

3.4 “Post Traumatic Recode” Neurological Rewiring & 

Attachment Repatterning For Complex PTSD. 

 

We have developed at Pink Cross a program to facilitate women transitioning out of 

prostitution and obtaining recovery support to live their life fully. It is called “Post 

Traumatic Recode” Neurological Rewiring & Attachment Repatterning For Complex 

PTSD. 

Written by Georgina Anderson from Hope Counselling and Psychotherapy, it addresses 

long-term issues and tackles the roadblocks people often face when they fell victims of 

childhood repeated sexual abuses and other repeated traumatic experiences. We 

acknowledge the many reasons for leaving 'sex work' (Sandy et al. 2019), for example 

because of damaged or inadequate social backgrounds. 

Our expert Best Practice Program also stems from academic reviews and reports on the 

effectiveness of transition programs. We understand the daily hassles, acute traumas 

and chronic conditions that precipitate a woman's decision to exit prostitution.  

*  * * 
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We have also written a training program for social workers and other people supporting 

women in recovery/exit. Our program is called SOS Belle Ame Therapeutic Support, and 

aims at training practitioners in allied health professionals or other sectors to work with 

those who have a history of involvement in the sex trade. The program is summarised 

below, and can be adapted according to individual or group needs. 

 

Image from Black Bear Lodge 2020. 

 

PHASE ONE - CLOSED GROUP TRAINING FOR SURVIVORS  

With Entry Criteria. Training takes place over three days. For more details email us at 
info@pinkcross.org.au 

PHASE TWO – TRAINING A TEAM TO PROVIDE THE THERAPY/VOLUNTEER 

IN THE RUNNING OF THE PROGRAM 

Entry criteria: some study fields and student placement. For more details email us at 
info@pinkcross.org.au 

PHASE THREE – PILOT CLINIC ESTABLISHED 

Pre- and post-program measures from the above groups of participants, and from Georgina 
Anderson's private practice at Hope Counselling and Psychotherapy, forms our evidence 
base for the therapeutic exit program. 
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We are an RTO, obtained with a Certificate IV in Assessment and Training. Our Therapeutic 
Exit Course and trained facilitators is highly recognised. For more details email us at 
info@pinkcross.org.au 

 

 

3.5 Promoting Positive Physical and Mental Health Strategies 

 

Women within the sex industry may not always understand where they are at in regard to a 

possible decision to transition out of the sex trade. Some may think “this is the best job in the 

world!” as many women who first enter prostitution have reported to us. We would 

categorise this emotion as the person being in Pre-Contemplation (Prochalska and 

DiClemente 1983). There is enough academic evidence to support the fact that, sooner or 

later, the person will become burnt out and may contemplate exiting this world altogether. 

Prostitution is violence against women. 

Akin to learning what constitutes abuse in a domestic violence setting for a woman to 

escape before being killed, women who enter prostitution do not know its torturous harms. 

The Cycle of Change (Prochaska & DiClemente’s, 1983) is used in social services 

delivery to assess how to best support a person who attends an agency to seek support 

or treatment.  

The Transtheoretical Model (Prochaska 2020): 

• uses the Stages of Change to integrate the most powerful principles and 

processes of change from leading theories of counselling and behavior change; 

• is based on principles developed from over 35 years of scientific research, 

intervention development, and scores of empirical studies; 

• applies the results of research funded by over $80 million worth of grants and 

conducted with over 150,000 research participants; and 

• is currently in use by professionals around the world.  
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Cycles of Change model  
 

The UK Network of Sex Work Projects (2008, p. 5) describes six stages of change:  

1. Pre-contemplation: a sex worker does not report any issues with work or see any 

risks, occasionally uses drop-in services.  

2. Contemplation: worker becomes aware of some of the risks, starts to access 

services more frequently and expresses dissatisfaction with current 

circumstances (may also begin disclosing personal information and talking more 

about the future).  

3. Decision: worker makes a decisive statement about change (e.g. I’ve had 

enough), may contact service providers or make public statements about decision 

to change involvement in sex work (may have made other changes e.g. moving 

from injecting to smoking and/or only working at certain times or with particular 

clients).  

4. Action: worker completes a care plan, begins accessing supports (e.g. alcohol 

and other drugs services and/or transitioning services).  

5. Maintenance: worker regularly attends appointments and is optimistic, more 

proactive in care plan and making changes.  

6. Relapse: worker may report sporadic drug use and/or occasional sex work, 

disengagement from services and missing appointments (service providers may 

experience difficulty contacting the person).  

 

In addition to the work of the UK NSWP, Baker, Dalla and Williamson (2010) have also 

developed a model for exiting prostitution based on a review of existing models and their 

work with street-based prostituted women and the Stages of Change model. Baker, Dalla 

and Williamson’s integration model is also comprised of six stages:  
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1. Immersion: ‘the starting point wherein a woman is totally immersed in prostitution 

and has no thoughts of leaving or any conscious awareness of the need to change’ 

(p. 590).  

2. Awareness: at this stage a worker becomes aware of the need to change, but may 

start to recognise the barriers that prevent leaving, and the stage is comprised of two 

parts: 

a) Visceral awareness: where ‘a woman experiences “gut” feelings about leaving  

prostitution, yet these feelings cannot be (or are not) articulated to herself or to 

others’ (p. 591); and 

b) Conscious awareness: whereby a woman “acknowledges her feelings and 

begins to process them consciously thereby enabling her to verbalize what she had 

previously felt at the gut level” (p. 591).  

3. Deliberate Planning: where “a woman begins assessing both formal and informal 

support resources” and may begin making contact with formal support providers (p. 

592).  

4. Initial Exit: ”when the woman begins actively using informal (e.g., moving in with a 

family member) and formal (e.g., attending counselling, entering de-tox) support 

services” but her ”internal desire and motivation to exit are severely tested” which 

may prevent her from leaving (p. 592). 

5. Re-entry: where a worker may cycle through all or some of the stages again before 

achieving final exit.  

6. Final Exit: where a worker leaves the sex industry, permanently or for some period 

of time before re-entering.  

 

 

During our engagement with women, we promote good mental health strategies. By 

being properly staffed, we can be present to more women, more often. Therefore, we can 

walk a journey of strength-based recovery and healing with women and empower them to 

live a balanced life, grasping every opportunity that presents themselves to them and to 

lead and live a happy life despite their past challenges. 
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3.6 Recommendation 

 

We recommend the long-term funding of mental health support agencies such as Pink 

Cross Foundation, supporting people affected by commercial sexual exploitation. This 

includes male addiction to sex and porn recovery (the so-called 'demand') and female 

recovery from sexual abuse and complex trauma (the so-called 'supply'). 

 

 

4. The level and impact of coordination, accountability for, 
and access to services and policy responses across the 
Commonwealth, state and territory governments, local 
governments, non-government and community 
organisations, and business 

 

Pink Cross should continue developing strong partnerships with other agencies and 

stakeholders for strengthened referrals to our World's Best Transitioning Program. 

The level of impact of having one centralised location where information and guidelines are 

created is paramount for unity throughout the states in service delivery for those affected by 

Commercial Sexual Exploitation. Pink Cross staff and volunteers is comprised of survivors of 

the sex industry, therefore are best placed to advise all stakeholders of measures, 

guidelines and content of the new Act created to ensure good physical and mental health 

practices for these populations throughout our vast Australian country. 
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The document Statement of Principles and Procedures for the Promotion of Sexual Health at 

Sex on Premises Venues in Victoria 2011 (Department of Health and Human Services 2011) 

would need to be updated to reflect an abrogation of the Victorian sex work act 1994.  

     *  * * 

We at Pink Cross understand the importance of good physical health and safety everywhere 

in our society. We do not believe that any form of 'business’ relationship emanating from the 

meeting of one woman and man for the purpose of exchanging sexual favours is healthy for 

anyone. The two parties involved, their families, and the community. Our beliefs stem from a 

mental health, trauma and recovery-informed frameworks. 

The Mental Health 1994 Act bases itself on the premise that ’sex work’ is work. In one 

section of the health.vic website, we find a Statement of Principles and Procedures for the 

promotion of sexual health at sex on Premises Venues in Victoria 2015. We understand that 

these Principles were created in the long-held belief (birth of the Sex Work Act 1994 —in 

1984) that harm reduction principles must be applied within the prostitution exchange 

(commercial sexual exploitation). 

We call for this Act to be revised in the aftermath of the revocation of all the Acts in every 

state, which promotes the exploitation of vulnerable people, 98% comprised of women. A 

well-articulated and resourced Mental Health Act should NOT promote the 'choice' of buying 

sexual access to women's bodies, nor the 'choice' of selling this access to men.  

Women (and men) exposed to prostitution or prostitution talk should be immediately made 

aware of the dangers inherent to engaging in this lifestyle. Buyers equally have the human 

right to be warned of the dangers of their pornography-watching habit (watching graphic, 

most probably violent prostitution on film) or their real life 'meetings' with vulnerable 

populations selling sex for their survival, as no other means for earning a living, because of a 
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lack of coordinated governmental efforts, has been made available to them.   

 

Image source: Dooley 2020. There is abundant literature on the prevalence of similar risk factors 

in entry into prostitution (see appendixes or attachments) 

 

In the context of giving people the Dignity of Risk to engage in any of those practices (supply 

or demand side) we call for unilateral measures for the public and those working in social 

services to be made aware, through well researched and planned marketing campaigns, of 

the dangers inherent to the prostitution exchange. 

As the graphic above describes (tobacco smoking dangers to health in 2020), addiction isn't 

physically visible as such, but within a commercial sexual exploitation context, the dangers 

and risks of engaging in this practice have long lasting mental health consequences.  

There are physical health consequences as well. Those are addressed within the current 

system such as STIs education (Sexually Transmissible Infections) when one 'enters' the 

sex trade (thought by peers, often) and HIV prevention (it is widespread now that condoms 

are freely distributed and used in 'legal' venues. Not all street-based prostituted women have 

access to free condoms).  

There are always exceptions to the regular practices and at times, a 'sex worker' can run out 

of condoms or injecting needles and resort to unprotected sex or injecting with a used 
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needle, which is highly detrimental to the person's physical health and can lead to become 

HIV positive. To this day HIV is still incurable. So is Complex Post Traumatic Stress 

Disorder. 

There is no sure cure to complex posttraumatic stress disorder as it is still debated in the 

DSM-5 if the 'complex' nature of PTSD (persistent and recurrent trauma symptoms lasting 

more than six months) is worth listing as a mental health disorder. We at Pink Cross are at 

the forefront of knowledge in this area.  

We believe that supporting those in recovery from the abuses of prostitution with offering 

treatment such as “Post Traumatic Recode” Neurological Rewiring & Attachment 

Repatterning For Complex PTSD is crucial to inform best practices in social services support 

treatments in Australia. With this, our nation could set the tone to be recognised as a world 

leader in primary and secondary health care service delivery for these specific populations. 

With effective public health promotion, the prostitution trap and its invisibility can be 

practically addressed. Will you take personal action on this, please? 

 

 

Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2008.  
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We at Pink Cross are incredibly frustrated at the false beliefs that the whole of our nation 

has adopted, that the prostitution exchange is any way, shape, or form healthy for 

humans. 

Abundant literature emanating from the eleven countries that have adopted the Nordic-

Model style of prostitution legislation, is available for you. What is the Nordic Model? 

Nordic Model Now (2020) is a useful resource from which to learn more. 

The Nordic Model (sometimes known as the Sex Buyer Law, or the Swedish, Abolitionist, 

or Equality Model) is an approach to prostitution that has also been adopted in Sweden, 

Norway, Iceland, Northern Ireland, Canada, France, Ireland and Israel. It has 

several elements: 

1. DECRIMINALISATION OF THOSE WHO ARE PROSTITUTED 

Prostitution is inherently violent. Women should not be criminalised for the 

exploitation and abuse they endure. 

2. BUYING SEX BECOMES A CRIMINAL OFFENCE 

Buying human beings for sex is harmful, exploitative and can never be safe. We 

need to reduce the demand that drives sex trafficking. 

3. SUPPORT AND EXIT SERVICES 

High quality, non-judgemental services to support those in prostitution and help them 

build a new life outside it, including access to safe affordable housing; training and 

further education; child care; legal, debt and benefit advice; emotional and 

psychological support. 

A HOLISTIC APPROACH 

A public information campaign; training for police and CPS; tackling the inequality 

and poverty that drive people into prostitution; effective laws against pimping and sex 

trafficking, with penalties that reflect the enormous damage they cause.  
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Australia is lagging in its response to the problem of prostitution. In the 1980s, prostitution 

was too visible, so the Cain Labor Government organised it and legalised it so the human 

rights abuses and torture could take place 'indoors'. At this time there was very little 

research on PTSD for other populations than returning Vietnam War Veterans, who seem to 

struggle to reintegrate their families. They used maladaptive coping mechanisms to deal with 

the recurring dreams and flashbacks from the horrors they saw on the frontline. Similarly, 

Pink Cross has observed that women also experience these issues. We are continuing our 

outreach to them, wherever they are, and bring them food and toiletry supplies, and start a 

conversation with them. In 2018 we have launched a COACH Mentoring program to match 

participants with volunteer trained Mentors. We communicate with our women and followers 

on our very active social media pages and seek the support of any businesses or individuals 

in the community to provide free rental, computers, volunteer time and donated make up and 

goods to share with the women. 

* * * 

We receive emails and calls once a month for men to obtain support in breaking free from 

porn and 'sex worker' addiction. We find that without appropriate Modern Awards for those 

involved, the professionalism in service delivery is decreasing its effectiveness. There is only 

so much you can ask from a person who is a volunteer and their involvement often is not as 

stable or continuous as a staff member.  

* * * 

We urge you to channel some funding to Pink Cross so we can pursue our research and the 

writing of effective programs, the hiring of key staff members and public health education on 

prostitution harms to individuals, focusing our outreach on prevention for the most at-risk, 

homeless youth, and the intake of clients for our recovery programs leading to treatment for 

C-PTSD. 

* * * 
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We call for an amendment of the Mental Health Act 1994 and all mentions of ’sex work’ and 

its implications with the commercial sexual exploitation of Australian people. 

* * * 

In conclusion, the sex trade is polarised. The general public and yourselves, public servants, 

have been brainwashed for three decades on the normality and acceptability of prostitution. 

Not enough Australians understand its harms to health.  

Anecdotally, we are shocked to work in an environment where even Women's Resource 

Centres in Melbourne (Wire) are what we call 'pro sex work', and won't accept our Pink 

Cross leaflets, inviting women to seek support would they need to transition out of the sex 

industry. We are discriminated against because we speak the truth! 

'Sex work' is an oxymoron, is torture to humans, it is males using their power and control 

(violence) with their cash to control women in the sex trade. The sex trade must be 

abolished. Full stop. We at Pink Cross count on you, the Committee, to work on this with us! 

 

5. The way that health, housing, access to services 
including legal services, and women’s economic 
independence impact on the ability of women to escape 

domestic violence. 

 

Escaping domestic violence is akin to trying to transition out of the sex industry.  

The way this question is formulated is transferable to prostitution. Simply replace 'domestic 

violence' with 'prostitution', and you have a picture of what the sex trade needs. 
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There are no such things as ‘sexual services’. In radical feminist theory, we call this ‘giving 

consent by way of financial coercion’.  

“Sex work” as a valid form of income redefines “consent.” Full decriminalisation 

colludes with the notion that a woman’s consent is negotiable; it can be bought; it can 

be ignored. 

In Sweden in 1999, the legislative proposal for the “Sex Buyer Law” stated that “it 

was shameful and unacceptable that, in a gender equal society, men could obtain 

casual sexual relations with women in return for payment.” 

The Nordic Model is part of a wider socially progressive movement to reduce 

violence to women, children and vulnerable individuals. (Nordic Model Now 2020) 

As previously stated, we at Pink Cross are committed to rendering the Sex Work Act 

ineffective by abrogating it, replacing it by one that supports prostituted populations in their 

mental health recovery, both men and women.  

In the meantime, we believe that The Act should channel through 10.2 million dollars 

accumulated in the ‘sex work regulation Fund’ over a five year period to Pink Cross 

Foundation, as stated in ‘Part 3 Division 10 - 66 Miscellaneous’ section of the Sex Work Act 

1994. 

It says: 

 (4) The Minister may give to the Authority written directions in relation to the 

purposes for which the Authority may spend money in exercising its functions under 

this Act and the extent to which the Authority may spend money for any particular 

purpose. 

This funding is to provide Exit services to those who express a desire to transition out of 

this lifestyle and require case support to reach their goals. This funding is also needed to 

educate men and the general population on the prostitution transaction and its harms. 
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Violence against women is rampant in the State of Victoria and others, and primary 

prevention is important (VicHealth 2017). 

This funding is required to provide mental health support to men and women involved in 

the prostitution transaction. Without trauma-informed, professionally trained and 

appointed staff and outreach workers, suicide rates within the industry will continue to 

increase and life-long disabilities, diagnosed conditions, ill-health, and drug and alcohol 

misuse will continue to widen the gender inequality gap. 

 

5.1 Exit services for women in prostitution 

Geneviève Gilbert, Pink Cross CEO, joined a team of outreach workers in 2015 at a 

Moorabbin brothel called The Bignell, on Bignell Street. There she chatted, sitting at the 

brothel ‘café bar,’ with a 65-year-old woman who said that her pension did not bring her 

enough money, that she did not have education nor a job and that is what she saw as an 

option (prostituting within this brothel) to make ends meet.  

She had delicate features, was wearing stockings and a short skirt, and her skin was very 

wrinkly. “Tell me, Geneviève, what else should I do?”, coming as close as ten centimetres to 

Geneviève’s face. “I have children and grand-children, and I don’t have enough money to 

live on!” 

They exchanged phone numbers but due to the lack of sustained income to work with these 

women over a period of time with trained staff to give them information referrals and improve 

their lives, we could not meet with her again and establish a recovery plan for her.  

It was a once-off meeting, as it often is when we visit and revisit brothels because women 

move around. We work with twenty regular volunteers, mainly, and we have implemented a 

system in 2017 to capture data from our activities. 

We have met between 3000 and 4500 people in Victorian brothels per year since 2013. Our 

outreach program has been running for a total of six years, excluding 2020, where we had 
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time to visit a limited number of brothels before COVID-19 pandemic hit Australia on 1 

March 2020. 

As Georgina Anderson, Registered Psychotherapist and a Board Member of Pink Cross, in 

the Victorian 2020 'Sex Work Review' video consultation stated, “No little girl tells their mum: 

‘Mum, one day, I want to become a prostitute’.” 

Do we want our children to know about this and express this desire? We do not want this. 

Therefore, those who buy women for sex (the buyers, the managers) need to refrain from 

this and not be encouraged to do so. Making the decriminalisation of managers, purchasers 

and buyers of ‘sexual services’ a possibility — especially on the streets, where it is currently 

illegal for women and a legal loophole for men (no penalisation, no accountability, total 

invisibility) — can only increase mental health problems from both population groups. 

 

 

6. All forms of violence against women, including, but not 
limited to, coercive control and technology-facilitated 

abuse  

 

6.1 Prostitution is coercive control, and it is sexual violence 

 

The very act or behaviour of offering money in exchange of access to a person’s body is an 

act of coercion against a vulnerable person. Therefore, no sex work promotes public health. 

On the contrary, sex work encourages unhealthy behaviours such as sexual addiction, and 

reinforces problems experienced by people who are already suffering mental health 

conditions such as BPD, DID, C-PTSD, drug and alcohol use and misuse, and more. 
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Social stigma exists because of one important reason: our bodies are not meant to be 

exposed or our orifices offered for financial exploitation.  

With more time on our hands, we at Pink Cross will undertake research and find ample 

medical academic literature about this. Those who are ashamed of purchasing girls and 

women for their sexual pleasure and those who are ashamed of selling access to their 

bodies for survival (or other reasons) have a good reason to be: it is not natural, and has 

long-lasting consequences. 

* * * 

As for pimps being called ‘managers’, males (or females) are not authorised to manage or 

purchase women and girls, as it is an act of coercive violence. There have been 26 years of 

this injustice in Victoria leading to significant moral injury to the affected populations, 

trapping a large and unrecorded number of women through this predicament. See attached, 

in the Appendix, the Duluth Sex Trafficking Wheel of Violence.  

‘Sex work’ is violence against women. To eradicate this violence, we believe Ms. Fiona 

Patten MP, heading the Sex Work Review into the full decriminalisation of prostitution 

and her supporters should take into consideration the tireless work being done in the 

Health Department to address violence against women (VicHealth 2017). 

Under our proposed Equality Model of Prostitution, men and women managing 'girls' or 

'boys’ will be penalised. Current men and women operating brothels are abusers of 

people and may suffer from mental health issues such as behavioural sexual addiction, 

covert narcissism, psychopathic personality disorder, BPD, anxiety, depression and 

trauma themselves. Traumatised people traumatise and re-traumatise others. 

* * * 

Internationally we in Australia are seen as a convicts’ country; more so when we know 

that antiquated law such as the Sex Work Act 1994 —and all others in WA, SA, NT, ACT 

and NSW— perpetuates power and control over vulnerable populations.  

* * * 
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There is evidence to suggest that trauma truly has been enacted into law in 1984 

because of a propensity to acts of violence against others. Victims being re-traumatised 

and victimised again and again is deeply rooted in our social psyche. The moral injury 

that this has caused to thousands of children, women and men in Australia is sickening. 

* * * 

For prostitution, ‘workplace safety’ is an oxymoron. Decriminalise venues and men who 

manage and purchase, and you have a bombshell of violent homicides awaiting; 

explosions of child abuse cases, deaths and homicides. A female private ‘worker’ can 

have her children on the premises; studies, publications and media articles suggest that 

these children are being sexually assaulted and psychologically harmed.  

 

Prostitution is not a 'job'. It is the most dangerous activity to which at-risk or vulnerable 

populations subject themselves. Young women 'working' alone in an inner-city NSW 

apartment get killed. Michaela Dunn would not have been the only young person to be 

murdered by a 'John', abusing his power over her. “A decade on, the reality is that those 

working in the commercial sex industry likely remain the most at risk of violent crime” 

(Sanders and Platt 2017).  
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Michaela Dunn was murdered in 2019 in Sydney, Australia.  

Source image: The Daily Mercury. 

 

Watching pornographic websites can lead to serious addiction. It can escalate and lead a 

casual user to objectify women so much that acts of violence seen in porn become the norn 

to them. They act it out in real life, often with prostituted women. 
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A growing movement is emerging against watching pornography and its harms to health.  

 

One the leading international organisations tacking the problem is called Fight the New 

Drug.  

Image source: https://fightthenewdrug.org/media/terry-crews-speaks-on-porn/?utm_source=pinterest&utm_medium=social 

 

In Australia, prevention is paramount. Paul Ninnes from RealTalk 

(www.realtalkaustralia.com) has reached thousands of students in schools, educating 

young people about the harms that it has caused him when he was a teenager. Pink 

Cross is featured in a TV series launching in August 2020 on Shalom Media, produced 

by Paul Ninnes (Shalom Media, 2020).  Founder and CEO Geneviève Gilbert is 

interviewed and discusses the harm to health during her time in the legal sex trade 

(2002-2009), the violence she was exposed to and how she felt as an object of 

pornographic idealisation. 

 

6.2 The children of women involved in prostitution 
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In the context of family violence, we wish to draw attention to the home-based sex trade, 

more relevant than ever because of COVID-19. Home based 'sex work' should have 

requirements to protect children. People engaging in prostitution should never make the 

children aware of their actions, neither would any male with children discuss visiting 

prostituted women in front of them. This is blatant child abuse and warnings should be 

placed everywhere about this risk. 

As Aaron Darrell, son of a brothel manager and ‘sex worker’ mother explains (Barlass 

2015): 

“I had worked as a support person for their brothel since I was 15. I knew a lot about 

their workplace, about the people who worked there and the clients who visited. 

Sometimes my mother was a worker, sometimes the madam. Always my father was 

her pimp or co-owner. If I listen, I can still hear the footsteps on the stairs as my 

mother and yet another client ascended to the room upstairs." 

He says working in a brothel took its toll on the women too. 

"I watched what working in a brothel did to them. And I watched the men who used 

them, who used my mother, walk into the foyer of my parent's brothel. And I saw so 

many of them when I started uni the first time, I was instantly confronted by the 

reality that I recognised this lecturer or that tutor as men who had rented my mother.” 

Aaron called himself Craig. “It's the name I took when I began working at my parent's 

brothel. I chose it because I hated it just as I hated what I was doing. At work we 

were Craig, Cathy and Chris. I was acknowledged as Chris's son but there was no 

acknowledgement of the tie between my mother and myself." 

His psychologist, who has diagnosed Darrell as having Complex PTSD attributable to 

a traumatic event at a very young age, also says he is ready to go public. He has 

decided to tell his story, not only as part of a cathartic process of recovery, but more 

importantly, to highlight the plight of the children of sex workers. 

He grew up with a prostitute for a mother and her husband/pimp for a father. They 

owned brothels on the north shore and lived in a substantial property in Killara. One 
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brothel, a stone's throw from Roseville's art deco cinema, still exists and is now 

under new management”. 

Aaron Darrel tell us that nation-wide there are 40,000 children of brothel owners and ‘sex 

workers’ who have been negatively affected by the ‘sex trade’ and who suffer from 

numerous mental health issues. According to the Australian Institute of Criminology 

(Dwyer and Strang 1989), in recent decades there have been twice as many children 

abused within the sex trade as there are women in trade.  

Considering that more than 85% of women in the trade are single parents of a number of 

children, it makes sense to believe that the children of the trade are at risk, too. 

Aaron is researching what happens to children of the trade. Children are labelled and 

ridiculed. Perpetrators often go on abusing more, more violently, and in other forms, 

other children more broadly. 

These are ‘Johns’ jokes’ about children with parents in the trade. The jokes point to the 

dark fantasies that lead to more abuse: 

Q: What do you call a whore's child? 

A: Whore d'oeuvres. 

Or, Whoreable  

Q: What do you call a prostitute's child? 

A: A prostitot. 

Or, children of the Porn. 

Or, "the only way to get an erection". 

Or, "next". 

The Sex Work Act should be revoked and replaced by an Equality Model taking into 

consideration the impact of childhood trauma on later life, mental health for those in the 

trade and for the children of those in the trade, as well as any significant others who are 

concerned about their loved one being a purchaser or victim of the trade. 
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Other Acts of Parliament should appropriately be modified in order to bring expert mental 

health support to those at risk. 

 

6.3 ‘Sugaring’ is the new term 

 

New websites or applications (apps) are being created and placed online on a regular 

basis, inviting people to connect for different reasons. There are au pair/nannies and host 

families matching websites, entrepreneurs and co-founders finding websites, single Asian 

women dating website — whom some also call 'Mail order brides’ — find your research 

assistant websites, find your housemate websites, find your solo female travel partner for 

another solo female travel partner or find your asexual spectrum partner on an app called 

Ace app. 

In this time of the COVID-19 pandemic crisis, brothels have closed their doors, especially 

in Stage 3 and 4 lockdown as of Monday 3 August 2020.  

Men look elsewhere to obtain sexual access to children’s and women's bodies. They are 

now considering 'sugaring' as a possibility for exerting their financial power over 

impoverished, young, or migrant women. 

We at Pink Cross call for the eSafety Commissioner to sanction Australian-based 

websites and other countries based website facilitating people meeting for ‘sugaring’ 

purposes.  

We believe that portals such as these, inviting girls and women on Australian soil to meet 

with men locally, are acting as 'perpetrators' as section 270 (slavery and slavery-like 

conditions) and 271 (trafficking in persons and debt bondage) of the Criminal Code Act 

states. The Act, though, does not specific what or who 'perpetrators' are.   

We call for you, the Government, to amend this to include online portals (abuse facilitated 

by technology) which invites women to become sugar babies and fall into the trap of 

making money by way of sexual enslavement. 
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Most ‘sugar daddy’ website explicitly write that they do not endorse payment for sexual 

services. The opposite occurs when the two parties meet. 

Journalist Victor Malarek, before ‘sugaring’ became a thing, was already aware of what 

these sites were all about: 

So what is this phenomenon? Just another internet fancy? Without a doubt, it is an 

extension of prostitution. These men are paying to use women for their own sexual 

pleasure and perversion. The women may or may not be willing participants, but the 

preponderance of Eastern European and Asian women — typical targets for 

traffickers — should set off alarms. What woman wants to expose herself, be subject 

to double penetration, perversion or bondage at the command of a disembodied 

voice in some far off corner of the globe? Cyberprostitution —if it needs a name—is 

just as harmful as the traditional kind, and any man who orders up these women 

online is just as much a john as the ones prowling the streets or scurrying into 

brothels (Malarek 2011, p. 204). 

Girls and women are telling us that they sign up — even when underage, and fake their 

age, either forcefully or by their own volition — on meet-up or 'dating' websites such as 

sugardatingmeet.com, amongst others.  

Many of these sites are located in the USA and therefore will be difficult to prosecute, 

because the girls and women meet the men in person by choosing sub-sections they 

reside in, by Australian cities. The AFP has already been alerted to this on 22 July 2020.  

How will you as a Committee address this legal, multi-departmental, governmental and 

social issue? 

There is already uproar about it, as “extreme casualisation blurs the line between private 

life and employment, and is miles ahead of the legal system when it comes to workers’ 

rights and protections” (Fleming 2019). 

A 60 Minutes Australia News report titled The Secret World of Sugar Babies and Sugar 

Daddies (60 Minutes Australia 2019) asks the question: “Sugar baby is often code for 

'sex worker' and the men are often crinkled-up creeps. So is this Sugar Daddy 

phenomena about empowering women, or exploiting them?” 
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The sites mention that no prostitution takes place, but the consensus is that the men 

initially take them out on ‘dates’ and initiate them to the language and process and how 

much money they can make. For a fourteen- to eighteen-year-old woman coming from a 

family of origin lacking financial resources, and being predisposed to entering this 

lifestyle, the step to get trapped is easy to make. 

 

7. The efficacy of perpetrator intervention programs and 
support services for men to help them change their 
behaviour. 

 

At Pink Cross, our compassion extends to those who purchase sex. 

Geneviève Gilbert, Pink Cross CEO and survivor of the trade, remembers numerous 

conversations with brothel owners during her time in the trade and afterwards, when she 

visited back premises. Needless to say, she has had hours and hours of conversation (to fill 

in the time gaps, of course, pushing away a client’s ability to sexually abuse her again) with 

clients. Yearly, Geneviève saw on average between 600 and 1000 men, working 4-5 days or 

‘shifts’ per week. Buyers do not, for a fact, tell their wives, girlfriends, sisters and mothers or 

aunties about going to a brothel. Some have shared with her that they told their work 

colleagues, and what ensued was giggling, bullying and demeaning remarks.  

As a way of example, this short, blond, rather skinny man in his twenties was seeing ‘Paris’ 

(dissociated Geneviève) every month for more than a year. He appeared to have a mild 

intellectual disability. He was working full time in a tourist facility. He seemed to be enjoying 

his visit to ‘Paris’ in Melbourne as he felt quite isolated and had difficulty making friends. 

Geneviève did not enjoy spending time with him. It was a ‘forced’ friendship (having to put 

up with that boring conversation for the whole hour he paid $300 for, whilst naked with him). 

A social responsibility from the government would be to put in place better education, 

marketing and systems on how others can support a young man like this who experiences 
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those issues. Ms Patten should look into creating a Pink Cross national centre for support 

when you feel the urge to go and buy sex or recover from selling sex. We like what 

Headspace and Orange Door are doing for the community. Why not extending this for the 

‘sex trade’? 

What supports are needed to drive change in men’s behaviour? 

Prevention infrastructure explains how a collaborative national approach requires 

strong infrastructure to support quality cross-sectoral practice, enable policy and 

legislative reform and provide the leadership and coordination necessary to drive 

broad, deep and sustainable social change. This holistic approach should integrate 

the promotion of gender equality and non-violence into the work of established 

agencies, organisations and networks; and use existing infrastructure at the national, 

state, regional and local levels, supported by coordination and quality assurance 

mechanisms and an expert workforce (OurWatch 2015). 

A study published in 2015 in the Journal of Interpersonal Violence, co-authored by UCLA 

Professor Neil Malamuth and Dr Melissa Farley (2017), profiled men who buy sex. It found 

that men who buy sex are more likely to report having committed rape and other aggressive 

acts. Professor Malamuth said:  

Our findings indicate that men who buy sex share certain key characteristics with 

men who are at risk for committing sexual aggression. Both groups tend to have a 

preference for impersonal sex, a fear of rejection by women, a history of having 

committed sexually aggressive acts and a hostile masculine self-identification. Those 

who buy sex, on average, have less empathy for women in prostitution and view 

them as intrinsically different from other women.  

 

Perpetrator intervention programs and support services for men are lacking in numbers and 

effective visibility. They are mostly invisible for the general public. We suggest that the 

Federal Government funds more perpetrator programs so we can conduct surveys and ask 

the men what they would need to change their beliefs systems. 
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Further to conducting surveys, we at Pink Cross would like to obtain funding to conduct 

research on retraining the male brains to rewire their neural pathways. We are excited at the 

prospect of undertaking medical research with a leading Australian University. 

Once more, we would welcome a discussion and provide research parameters and 

methodologies to provide our funders with proven, accessible treatment methods.  

 

7.1 National Strategy Enacting Change in Men’s Behaviour 

 

We have developed a program to walk with men on a journey of discovery and knowledge 

as well as healing from watching pornography (filmed prostitution) and enacting their sexual 

'urges' by contacting women, and pay them for, sexual access to their bodies.  

The Bold Man Program is accessible via telehealth in individual or group settings and is run 

by Pink Cross's trained certified specialists in counselling and psychology. 

This program can be facilitated by Mental Health specialists in major capital cities.  

A marketing campaign —funding pending— for this program will be well planned and take 

place when resources permit. 

Further to immediate therapy, we believe that research is needed to understand the 

neuroplasticity of the addicted brain on sex addicts, perpetrators of violence against women 

and those at risk of committing violence.  

Is the male brain built differently than the female brain and why are their fight neurons 

triggered so easily, often murdering innocent women and children, when no violent 
behaviour predisposing factors were actually in place? 
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We welcome the opportunity to be guided towards the appropriate health and medical 

research grants to conduct research on the male brain and the importance of 
retraining it, to save women's lives in this country.  

Surely, with the appropriate marketing campaigns, men can engage in programs to rewire 

their brains and work collaboratively with their female partners to enhance their intimate 

relationship. 

Our “Post Traumatic Recode” Neurological Rewiring & Attachment Repatterning For 

Complex PTSD'' stems from best-practices in the world in psychotherapeutic treatment. On 

a large scale, we can also aim to combat male brains’ destructive ways by applying the right 

methods of treatment to rewrite how their brains functions when faced with challenges. 

We are also thinking about general marketing campaigns against violence against women 

but this time, with a positive narrative teaching men the right way to behave. Marketing 

campaigns should not just say 'Australia says NO to violence'. A man must actually have the 

knowledge that his behaviour is violent. In the media, we need to see positive narratives on 

healthy relationships.  

 

7.2 John Schools 

“John schools” are programs for men which are not yet implemented in Australia as of 

August 2020. 

“John schools” refers to a range of educational programs aimed at people (men) who buy 

sex from women in prostitution, and are often court mandated (Centre to End All Sexual 

Exploitation [CEASE], 2015; Shively, Kliorys, Wheeler & Hunt, 2012). The programs aim to 

deter men from buying sex and often use survivor testimony, self-awareness, and health and 

legal ramifications, to convince “Johns” that it is in their best interest to choose differently 

(Levine, 2019; Shively et al., 2008).  
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The programs run for a day or several days, and are often in combination with court fines, 

car impounding and other deterrents (Shively et al., 2008). There are mixed views on the 

effectiveness of these programs on points such as recidivism, the cost and time involved in 

arresting and re-educating “Johns”, the limited scope of targeting ‘visible’ prostitution (i.e. 

street-based), and the inequality of outcome when women are often arrested on the streets 

at higher rates and given criminal records, unlike some “Johns” (Levine, 2019; Shively et al., 

2012, p. 72-76).  

The content and attitudes of “John Schools” are mixed and it is unknown if they promote or 

hinder community perceptions of prostitution (Levine, 2019). Community Impact Panels are 

sometimes conducted to inform the “Johns” of the impact their behaviour has on a 

neighbourhood (Shively et al., 2012, p. 69). 

There are concerns that diversion programs such as “john schools” are poorly evaluated; 

they give offenders an easy way out while women in prostitution are still criminalised; and 

these programs reinforce power imbalances by promoting buyers as able to make rational 

decisions to change their behaviour, while women are positioned as victims without agency 

or rights (Levine, 2019). 

If john schools do, in fact, deter the safest buyers from soliciting prostitutes, they may 

be creating environments in which prostitutes are facing more violent clients who are 

more knowledgeable about avoiding police stings, with fewer options to choose from 

(Levine, 2019, p. 13). 

These comments do not take into consideration how Nordic Model laws, strategically put in 

place by states and city councils can, with frontline agencies (Pink Cross), reach the women 

and offer them information for their physical and mental well-being, as well as exit pathways 

out of prostitution. 

The original “First Offender Prostitution Program” (FOPP) began in San Francisco in 1995, 

when law enforcement, the city, and industry survivors recognised that repeated 

criminalisation of women in prostitution was ineffective at reducing demand for the sex trade, 

and changed their focus to the arrest and re-education of buyers, or “Johns” (Shively et al. 

2008).  
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The National Institute of Justice commissioned an evaluation of the FOPP, and Shively et al. 

(2008) reported the program was generally effective and well run, with a significant impact 

on recidivism, despite participant self-reports indicating little intention to change. The 

increase in internet-based advertising and street-wise “Johns” affected the number of arrests 

and attendances, when it was based on monitoring the streets (Shively et al., 2008).  

The program has been replicated fully or in part across the United States (see Gillings and 

Willoughby, 2010, appendix A, for an overview of 30 different programs from mid-1990s to 

mid-2000s). 

For an alternative perspective, there is also an evaluation of FOPP that claims the reduction 

in recidivism that Shively present are not true (Lovell and Jordan 2012).  

Key points from Gillings and Willoughby (2010): 

• Fees for diversion programs reportedly range between $65 to $827, or an average of 

$400. Some programs donate the fee to outreach or diversion programs for women 

in or at risk of prostitution.  

• Recidivism rate evaluation: 18 of the programs had some form of evaluation built in, 

with reported recidivism rates of 0-10%. 

See Shively et al. (2012, pp. 61-77), for a more recent discussion and evaluation of over 50 

programs across the United States. 

The outline below captures most of what the [FOPP] program has addressed since its 

inception. The current curriculum is divided into six main sections, which are outlined 

briefly here: 

• Prostitution Law and Street Facts, focusing on the legal consequences of 

subsequent offenses and addressing johns’ vulnerability to being robbed or 

assaulted while involved in prostitution. 

• Health Education, describing the elevated risk of HIV and STD infection 

associated with prostitution, and stressing that many STDs are asymptomatic 

and/or difficult to detect and have long term negative impacts on health. 
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• Effect of Prostitution on Prostitutes, focusing on numerous negative 

consequences for women serving as prostitutes, such as vulnerability to rape 

and assault, health problems, drug addiction, and various forms of 

exploitation. 

• Dynamics of Pimping, Recruiting, and Trafficking, featuring discussions of 

how pimps and traffickers recruit, control, and exploit women and girls for 

profit, and the links between local street prostitution and larger systems of 

human trafficking. 

• Effect of Prostitution on the Community, describing the drug use, violence, 

health hazards, and other adverse consequences that co-occur with street 

prostitution. 

• Sexual Addiction, focusing on how involvement in commercial sex may be 

driven by sexual addiction, and where help for this condition can be sought. 

Although not listed as a core component of the FOPP curriculum, many of the 

classes contain a section on policing prostitution. The discussions focus on police 

surveillance of all types of commercial sex (street, brothels, escort services, 

massage parlo[u]rs, storefronts, and web-based), and are intended to provide 

participants with the impression that they will stand a great chance of re-arrest if they 

continue involvement in any type of commercial sex (Shively et al., 2012, p. 70). 

 

CANADA 

“In the mid-1990s, ‘John school’ programs were established in some Canadian cities 

as a pilot program designed to inform clients of prostitution services about the legal, 

medical and social consequences of their activities. By participating in a John school 

session, an accused may have their prostitution offence charge stayed or dropped. 

Many of these John schools still operate today. While attendance is not mandatory, it 

is a pre-charge diversion option intended for first time offenders and can be used in 
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place of criminal charges if the accused completes the program (usually 1 day) and 

displays remorse. The sessions use a restorative justice approach that considers all 

persons affected by the decision to purchase sex, including the families of both the 

client and the sex worker, as well as the broader community” (Rotenberg, 2016, text 

box 1). 

 

ADULT ALTERNATIVE MEASURES PROGRAM 

        Sex Trade Offender Program (STOP), Calgary, Edmonton 

Participants spend a full day hearing directly from the survivors, families, neighbourhoods 

and businesses that are harmed by their actions. 

Topics covered include 

• Sex commodification and sex trafficking laws 

• Pimps, traffickers, and predators 

• Probation and your consequences 

• Health risks and facts 

• Voluntary STI testing 

• Healthy sexual behaviours & addictions 

• Impact of buying sex: self, family, neighbourhood, community 

• Impact of sexual exploitation on victim, survivor and family/parents 

To be eligible for the program you must NOT have a history of violence and must 

NOT have a history of child exploitation” (CEASE, 2015, para. 4). 

Attending a [john school] does not create a criminal record, however their attendance may 

be revealed during a security clearance (see CEASE, 2015). 

 

SOUTH KOREA 
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Its official title is the “Education Center for the Prevention of Repeat Offenses by 

Purchasers of Sexual Services as a Condition of Suspended Sentencing.” 

[unconfirmed] Its mission is to give first offenders arrested for purchasing sexual 

services a chance at education to straighten out distorted sexual consciousness 

before they create a criminal history. By the end of September 2008, 42,454 

“students” had passed through this school in the three years since its founding. The 

Ministry of Justice is judging its program to be successful. According to a 2006 

survey of 1,385 individuals who have attended the john school, 69.6 percent of 

respondents said the program was beneficial, and it was shown that their sexual 

consciousness have since improved (Hankyoreh, 2008). 

The next day, I look at data obtained through unofficial research conducted by the 

Justice Ministry in 2006. According to the data, 3.4 percent of john school students 

are caught again for buying sex. The figure is 5-6 percent lower than the second 

offense rate for john school attendees in Europe. But to this honorary attendee, it 

seems a pity. If a john school attendee is caught purchasing sex again, he receives a 

weighted penalty, with the suspended sentence for his previous charges added on. 

This is the price they pay for breaking their oath with their classmates (Hankyoreh, 

2008). 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 

There are numerous Kerb-crawling rehabilitation schemes in the United Kingdom, as well as 

Kerb-crawling awareness schemes. One of them is described in a public answer by the Lord 

Mayor to address prostitution in the areas of Enfield and Haringey. 

Joanne McCartney from the Labour Group has brought forward the question of kerb crawling 

to the Council.  

Operation Boxster 2020 is an ongoing operation to tackle the Sex worker activity in the Fore 

street area of both London Boroughs of Haringey and Enfield. There have been a number of 

policing activities under the Umbrella of operation Boxster. These operations involve 
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specialist police units, neighbourhood policing, local authority community safety teams, 

intervention charities and third sector organisations such as the Salvation Army. 

Operation Boxster 2020/has undertaken two operations in the last 18 months to target kerb 

crawlers and 36 people were arrested in total.  

Regular ‘walkabouts’ are undertaken by council officers with the MPS dedicated ward officer 

(DWO).  

Three further mini operations were carried out which resulted in an additional 27 arrests, 59 

cautions, 71 stop and searches and 25 intelligence reports. Warning letters have been 

issued by the Police to the registered keepers of the vehicles loitering in the area. The Met 

Central Trafficking Team will be training the DWOs to ensure a more informed policing 

response to the issue. The Superintendent and heads of both Enfield and Haringey 

community safety provide oversight.  

Estate walkabouts with a focus on changing the environment have been undertaken with the 

‘design out crime’ advisor, the council and DWO. These walkabouts inform measures that 

are to be taken to improve the physical environment, such as changing the lighting and 

removing cut-throughs and walls. A Public Space Protection Order is in place and both civil 

and criminal remedies are considered to deter activity.  

A number of community meetings have taken place to update the public on police and local 

authority joint action and activity. The next meeting is scheduled for 27th February 2020 and 

it is anticipated that these will take place every 8-12 weeks thereafter. 

 

AUSTRALIA 

Pink Cross suggests a Pilot John’s School called Buyers Get Better Program in which men 

can book themselves in for a fee, voluntarily.  

This training day would be compulsory and precede any case-management and counselling 

men would voluntarily be seeking. 

Our Buyer’s Program Manager (funding pending) would proceed with reaching out online 

and on the streets or through referrals to men who consume ‘sexual services’. Our Buyers 
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Get Better Program would have intake and assessment forms and processes and be 

evaluated punctually. 

Referrals could come from professional organisations such as Australian Psychological 

Association, Counsellors Association, AA meetings and the like.  

Stop the Violence, the Victorian organisation which runs the Men’s behaviour change 

programs relating to domestic violence, could also be an important partner in this pilot 

program initiative, once more, funding pending. 

The topics we would cover are similar to the Edmonton STOP program 

Adult Alternative Measures Program, Sex Trade Offender Program (STOP) Edmonton: 

Participants would spend a full day hearing directly from the survivors, families, 

neighbourhoods and businesses that are harmed by their actions. 

Topics covered include 

• Sex commodification and sex trafficking laws 
• Pimps, traffickers, and predators 
• Probation and your consequences 
• Health risks and facts 
• Voluntary STI testing 
• Healthy sexual behaviours & addictions 
• Impact of buying sex: self, family, neighbourhood, community 
• Impact of sexual exploitation on victim, survivor and family/parents) 

 

8. The experiences of all women, including Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander women, rural women, culturally 
and linguistically diverse women, LGBTQI women, 
women with a disability, and women on temporary 

visas. 
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8.1 Women from CALD Backgrounds 

 

Who is the most at risk of falling into prostitution? People with CALD backgrounds 

(Culturally and Linguistically Diverse) are overrepresented in this ‘occupation’.  

In a recent survey BaptistCare HopeStreet conducted with 100 migrant women 

working in Sydney’s lower-end brothels we found that only 5 percent felt comfortable 

disclosing their job to their loved ones, while 73 percent believed that Australian 

society still has a negative view of sex workers. The sensationalised narratives we 

read in the headlines are often far from the reality of life as a sex worker and it’s 

important to recognise that every person has different reasons for being in the sex 

industry (BaptistCare 2019). 

This is because they do not speak English well enough — yet — therefore, they are 

drawn to earning an income (to survive) in ‘occupations’ that do not require a high level of 

English. Others may have poor mental health, low IQ, drug and alcohol misuse issues or 

difficulty obtaining and maintaining employment.  

What drives violence against women? It is gender inequality.  

Prostitution reinforces an unequal distribution of economic, social and political power and 

resources between women and men (Our Watch 2015). 

Gender inequality is a social condition characterised by unequal value afforded to 

men and women and an unequal distribution of power, resources and opportunity 

between them. It results from, or has historical roots in, laws or policies formally 

constraining the rights and opportunities of women.  

Gender inequality is maintained and perpetuated today through structures that 

continue to organise and reinforce an unequal distribution of economic, social and 

political power and resources between women and men; limiting social norms that 

prescribe the type of conduct, roles, interests and contributions expected from 

women and men; and the practices, behaviours and choices made on a daily basis 

that reinforce these gendered structures and norms. (Our Watch, p.13, 2017) 
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To many, prostitution may be a hidden issue which they never truly consider to be 

stopping the full emancipation of women. To many, years of indoctrination by pro sex 

work activists and stakeholders with important financial interests in the sector (i.e. brothel 

or massage parlours owners) may have led many to believe that entering this lifestyle is 

a way to express one’s sexuality, a way to better prevent HIV/AIDS for those who are 

sexually active, or a way to economic freedom.  

Yet, international research on the mental and physical health and wellbeing of women 

and girls in the sex trade shows that a legislative approach addressing male demand for 

sexual access to women’s bodies is a recognized, best-practice approach in reducing 

this kind of violence against women.  

 

9. The views and experiences of frontline services, 
advocacy groups and others throughout this 

unprecedented time. 

 

9.1 Why we object to a fully decriminalised system such as the 

current NSW setting 

 

Comparative studies, for example in Europe (European Parliament 2014), show that fully 

decriminalised systems tend to lead to larger industries. Decriminalisation normalises the 

sex industry which leads to an increase in demand for sexual services.  

The idea that sex industry businesses will still be closely monitored under full 

decriminalisation is a myth. In a government review of New Zealand’s move to a fully 

decriminalised system, it was noted that there was no provision for regular brothel 

inspections under the Act, and the majority of those working in the sex industry found that 

there had not been a reduction in violence after the change to full decriminalisation 

(Ministry of Justice 2003). In NSW, an enquiry into brothel prostitution (Legislative 
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Assembly of New South Wales 2015) found that STI rates are no lower than in 

jurisdictions with different forms of regulation. In the case of Victoria, despite the sex 

industry being a high-risk industry, WorkSafe only made eight brothel visits in 2018 (Sex 

Work Law Reform Victoria 2020); there are around 88 licensed brothels in Victoria, and 

an estimated 500 unlicensed brothels (Sex Work Law Reform Victoria 2020). 

Deregulation of the industry will not strengthen this oversight. 

We at Pink Cross agree with a decriminalised model of prostitution but NOT akin to the 

two-tiered model The Review suggests for Victoria.  

Decriminalising managers, purchasers and buyers is a crime of extreme violence against 

millions of women and girls, in Victoria, and beyond. This involves the premise that ANY 

girl or woman CAN be prostituted, thus that ourselves (you, the reader) our sisters, 

mothers, aunties and girlfriends can also be prostituted, would they choose so. 

A two-tiered model of decriminalisation would continue to increase the rates of 

pornography addiction, sexual addiction and crime and violence against those vulnerable 

falling into the prostitution lifestyle, including the National Crime of Trafficking in Persons 

for the purposes of sexual slavery. 

 

 

9.2 The 2020 Victoria 'Review to Decriminalise sex work' by the 

Labor Government 

 

Pink Cross submitted responses to the Review. We also attended a teleconference (due to 

the COVID-19 Pandemic as we would have usually met with the Department of Justice and 

Government in Person) on 15 July 2020.  

The video conference included Fiona Patten MP in the Victorian government, who was 

appointed to lead the Review. Attendees from Pink Cross were Founder and Executive 

Director Geneviève Gilbert, Georgina Anderson from Hope Counselling and Psychotherapy, 
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and Master Trainer in Neurolinguistics as well as Andrea Tokaji, Legal Trainer, Human 

Rights advocate from Tokaji Consulting, currently researching her PhD on Slavery in 

Business. There were three department of justice senior advisors present on the call as well 

as one of Ms Patten party supporters. 
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10. Conclusion and recommendations 

 

10.1 The disguise of ‘sex work’ as sexual liberation 

 

We call for redress payments to all survivors who come forward. We would like monies to 

be distributed into survivors’ nominated accounts, from a percentage of the tax that 

governing bodies in place have collected since 1986 from the enslavement of women, 

within the disguise of ‘sexual liberation’ and empowerment.  

Prostitution is nothing but disempowerment. It re-traumatises already victimised girls and 

women and causes them to develop complex post-traumatic stress, depression, anxiety 

and other co-morbidities, which affects them then during their prostituting life, and for life.  

Recovery from prostitution abuse (sexual abuse and repeated, daily rape) is a long road. 

Very few organisations and support services are able to provide services for, and 

maintain the delivery of, effective, best practice health measures for those affected. At 

Pink Cross we aim, pending funding, to deliver professional services to see in action the 

alleviation of pain from victims in Australia of this moral injury. This we believe is caused 

by the absence of due diligence protocols and systems which should have been 

established when the Victorian Sex Work Act 1994 — and other State Acts which were 

created at different dates and under different names — was born, voted in by the Labor 

Government in Victoria in the early 1980s. 

The sexual abuse and enslavement of prostituted women since the 1986 Act was 

enacted is abhorrent. Australia has not upheld its duty of care for its vulnerable travellers, 

international students and permanent residents and citizens.  

It is an aberration for such an advanced, developed country to have been misinformed for 

so many years (1980 – 2020) on the adverse mental and physical health consequences 

of selling sex in exchange for money. 
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This immediate measure could very effectively begin with the payment of emergency 

funding to appoint key staff to continue the work of Pink Cross (since 2013) in reaching 

and supporting transition, and recovery from, prostitution for women across the country. 

Pink Cross asks for $300 000 for this financial year, repeated over the next five years 

with a 45% increase per year so we can expand our team. 

 

  

 
 

 
     

 

10.2 Recommendations with a view to enacting Nordic Model of 

prostitution legislation 

 

1. Federal Government must support the repeal or revocation of the Sex Work Act 1994 

(Victoria) and other damaging acts throughout the country. 

2. A Ministerial Advisory Committee on Prostitution Sexual Abuse and Addiction should 

be created, in order to research, consult with survivors and major stakeholders to 

advise governments on the negative, evidence-based mental health impacts of 

prostitution from both the supply population and the demand population sides of the 

sex industry. 

3. This Ministerial Advisory Committee on Prostitution Sexual abuse and Addiction 

Members should draft, support, roll out and implement the Equality (or Nordic) Model 

of prostitution legislation in every state. 

4. The draft of this Bill should be made in consultation with key stakeholders such as 

experts and survivors of the sex trade. 
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5. Federal and local Police Forces should be educated regarding the new laws. Officers 

should be trained in how to talk to a man about to purchase sex on the street, in a 

massage parlour, in a private residence, from a hotel or an Airbnb. Men could be 

referred to Pink Cross for Mental Health support.  

6. Social services and other important frontline workers and stakeholders should be 

provided with training on the framework of prostitution as violence against women 

from a trauma-informed, radical feminist perspective. 

 

Timeline of immediate measures: 

1. August 2020: Redress payment to Pink Cross Foundation to further our work in 

protecting women ($300,000). 

2. August 2020 – 29 Jun 2021 Financial year: Drafting of new Bill.  

3. July 2021 Appointment of Minister to Read the Bill. 

4. Pink Cross continues to develop its programs and campaigns aimed at the 

promotion of mental/physical health within the sex industry. These programs will 

not promote prostitution but rather, from the lessons learnt from harm 

minimisation, to continue to offer informed support to those who may still resort to 

prostitution to make ends meet.  

5. E-safety Commissioner and International Human Rights advocates push for 

sugaring websites to be taken down.  

6. E-safety Commissioner and International Human Rights advocates push for 

sugaring websites to, if not taken down, have implemented structures for 

compulsory Age Verification and Criminal Record verification. 

7. States revoke all prostitution laws by bringing this order into a parliament hearing 

by an appointed Minister. 

8. Prostitution will continue to creep into people lives in unusual ways. With best 

practice approaches in social work, healthy relationships promotion, addiction and 

trauma recovery campaigns, Australia CAN succeed in abolishing prostitution, its 
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inherent gender inequality and the perpetuation of violence against women 

through this predicament impoverished, vulnerable women find themselves in. 

9. The following diagram shows how we could create an Equality/Nordic Model of 

prostitution Law: 

 

 

Bills can start in different ways: 

• A government department may advise its minister about a specific problem that 

exists. The minister may then arrange for a bill to be drafted to fix the problem. 
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• Political parties have their own ideas about how Australia should be governed. In 

Parliament, parties introduce bills, which aim to put their ideas into action. 

• The Parliament can set up a parliamentary committee to examine a current issue. If 

the issue requires action, the committee may suggest that a bill be introduced. 

We request the Immediate funding of $300 000 for Pink Cross, which would include 

funding to employ a Thai- and/or Mandarin-speaking full time and part-time social worker, 

under Modern Fair Work Awards, for this financial year 2020-2021 to reach and assist 

women in all areas of prostitution, including online where COVID-19 affected males and 

females are gathering because of brothel closures.  

Itemised Budget 

$97 000 Executive Director - National. Melbourne-based. Implement Pink Cross 

branches in each state 

$29 000 Part-time administrative assistant: Newsletters, websites updates, 

managing donors, managing files, recruiting volunteers, running events and 

campaigns, ACNC compliance support. 

$0/yearly Volunteer administrative assistant  

$58 000 National Branch Coordinator 

$58 000 Full time Thai-speaking social worker 

$58 000 Full time Mandarin-speaking social worker 
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10.3  Proposed solutions (26) to domestic, family and sexual 

violence towards women, by men 

1.     To study the Nordic Model of Prostitution Law (as discussed in this 

comprehensive document in a number of Chapters). To organise a delegation to 

visit countries where this has been implemented successfully, and begin writing 

the Bill, to be voted on as Law in 2022, nationally. 

2.     To study the culture of and engage with migrant communities from first 

generation to second in order to comprehend how to share new knowledge and 

behaviour change for their males. 

3.     To advertise in cultural-specific newspapers such as Hindu, Thai, Mandarin, 

Korean, Vietnamese, French, German or Russian groups on how to 'treat' a 

woman and what constitutes healthy relationships.  

4.     To advertise upon airport arrival on how we should all respect women in 

Australia. Give specific examples such as 'Stand up for women when you hear a 

friend/mate making degrading comments on women': do the following XYZ'. 

5.     To reach out to and advertise in faith-based newsletters and groups to discuss 

the topic of healthy relationships. Sessions to discuss what constitutes violence 

and its effects on women and children. 

6.     To reach out to leaders in faith-based groups, especially those who still do not 

have female leaders. These places are breeding grounds for abuse. Such groups 

are: Hassidic Jews, Catholic, Anglican, Baptist, Presbyterians and more.  

7.     To normalise, translated in ten languages, healthy relationships with real 

stories, with real couples. Men talk about, in video, how they negotiate conflict in 

their relationships. 

8.     To reach out to communities who undertake English as a Second Language 

Teaching (ESL) and provide brochures on healthy relationships, in their language. 
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9.     To encourage activities in classes which comprises human relationships and 

what to do and not do. These are English learning activities. 

10.  To reach out to sports groups with a specific agenda to educate the 

professional players on healthy relationships. 

11.  To reach out to male dominated professions (electrical engineering, 

orthopaedic surgery, construction industry, Trades Associations (plumbers, 

electricians), truck drivers association, and more. To launch compulsory training 

programs on healthy relationships. 

12.  To offer free Neurofeedback, CBT, Schema Therapy and 'brain retraining' with 

Pink Cross as the main health care provider, under a Holistic Health Model, with 

supplemental funding in 2021. 

13.  Under a Holistic Health Model, offer Medicare rebatable Mental Health Plans 

Neurofeedback, CBT, Schema Therapy and 'brain retraining' programs. This is a 

voluntary or Court Mandated, male outpatient pathway towards managing males 

Window of Tolerance and impulsivity, with Pink Cross as the main health care 

provider.  

14.  To normalise Social Work Support for porn/sex addiction recovery under 

voluntary, male outpatient programs with Pink Cross as the main health care 

provider.  

15.  Compulsory Identification Document upload on ALL dating websites, from the 

dodgy sugar dating ones to the more mainstream ones such as Tinder. 

Commonwealth of Australia to work in collaboration with US FBI and Law 

enforcement to enforce mandatory age and ID verification. 

16.  To strengthen Privacy Laws and IT systems to keep this information private 

for both parties who would prospectively meet on dating websites. 

17.  To give Restricted Access to violent video games to people under 18 years 

old. 

18.  To give warnings and education on the dangers of video game addiction and 

its effects on the neuroplasticity of the brain. The Committee to appoint a 
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researcher to find all video games which would depict violence against women. 

To subsequently ban these video games in Australia. 

19.  To remove the killing of prostituted women as a 'fun' level to achieve in order 

to successfully complete Grand Theft Auto 5 video game. This is already an 18+ 

labelled entertainment product. 

20.  More male figures narratives to normalise access to therapy for men. 

Government funded ads depicting men who are undertaking therapy. 

21.  To modify or completely revoke or repel ALL discriminatory, non-gender-equal 

Acts and/or their different divisions. To advise the general public on the actions 

that the Commonwealth is taking to reduce violence against women. 

22.  To close down all brothels (VIC) and Massage Parlours (NSW) and in other 

states. To rewrite legislation on how Massage Parlours shall operate, mandating 

the compulsory use of Do-it-Yourself bags.  

23.  To manage the requirements to operate a Massage Parlours with Australian 

registered specialists only. Why is Australia tolerating this free trade, when most 

men would know what they are there for? Pink Cross is asking The Committee to 

see beyond their own personal 'needs' for a massage, which seems to be 

ingrained in the male psyche, and see its larger consequences on the young, at 

risk, 'massage therapists' from CALD backgrounds. 

24. To form a Committee and appoint a social services, feminist and human rights 

expert to lead a ‘Royal Commission into physical and moral injuries within the 

Victorian Sex trade’.  

25. For the Treasury and the Tax Office opens its books and disclose the amount 

of income the Commonwealth government, over the last 26 years, have taken in 

from the commercial sexual exploitation of women within a legalised system, or 

decriminalised system in VIC and NSW, especially. 

26.  To immediately fund $300 000 to key charitable organisation such as Pink 

Cross to provide support, recovery and treatment programs for both buyers and 

those exploited in the sex trade. In the long term, together we can work on 
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prevention, moderation and treatment of all affected by Commercial Sexual 

Exploitation. 
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Appendix 

 

Appendix 1. Notes on the Victorian Sex Work Act 1994 contents: 

 

Part 3 of The Act, Section 33 - (1): 

(B). Licence to be obtained by all ‘sex workers’ in order to be coerced with cash to 

provide access to their bodies for the sexual pleasure of men: to obtain a licence is 
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ludicrous. No woman entering a brothel to ‘work’ has ever, known to Geneviève Gilbert, 

held a licence, nor Geneviève been asked to apply to obtain one. 

Part 3 of The Act, Section 33 - (3): fingerprinting is discriminatory and should be 

completely eradicated from this Act. 

 

Part 3 of The Act, Section 33 - (4): To be ‘refused a licence’ to be abused by men 

because a vulnerable, impoverished, at risk woman refuses to have her fingerprints taken 

is laughable. Positive mental health and wellbeing should be at the core of the support 

provided by a person who undertakes this lifestyle as a means of survival. 

 

(C). Under the Equality Model of Prostitution, women may enter this lifestyle and not be 

prosecuted in any way, shape or form, nor shamed or condemned for doing so. All 

women, Under the Equality Model of Prostitution, are reached by Pink Cross staff 

member because our experienced staff know where to find them. 

 

(D). Part 3 of The Act, Section 37 - (1)(b): Numerous women prostitute themselves 

because they already have a Criminal conviction of some kind. This means that they may 

be refused work because of past criminal convictions. Therefore, it is astounding to think 

that this Act can enforce some kind of pre-selection of ‘Licensees’ on the basis of their 

past criminal history. There surely is academic research on the matter and we are all 

encouraged to seek further evidence of this. Nevertheless, this topic becomes irrelevant 

because no prospectively prostituting person applies for a licence anyway. 

How dare this Act appoint ‘Authorities’ to determine whether a woman/person can or 

cannot enter this lifestyle? This vulnerable, impoverished, at risk woman is already a 

victim of the patriarchal system and has elected to earn an income this way for a season 

in her life. ‘Authorities’ should be trauma-informed, knowledgeable about the Mental 

Health Act (2014) and extend enough compassion to understand the tragic predisposing 

factors leading a person to decide to earn an income this way. 

All criminal records should be expunged or revoked from the women who currently have 

a criminal record for prostitution.  
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(E). No further charges should be laid on women when Police finds them offering ‘sexual 

services’. As it will be explained further below, women are already victims of an 

oppressive patriarchal system and have predisposing factors which leads them to enter 

this lifestyle. Therefore, Pink Cross as a social services agency should provide holistic 

recovery plans and treatment programs for those willing to undertake an intake and 

assessment. 

 

Part 3 Division * 8A - Inspection powers 

Mental Health support agency such as Pink Cross should not be refrained from entering 

any licensed brothel. Since our inception in 2013, it has been a common occurrence. 

Commercial sexual exploitation is detrimental to those involved and requires lifelong 

recovery support.  

Staff at prostituted woman support agency should be able to apply all powers that Police 

currently has when visiting the premises, in order to ascertain that women are informed 

about the physical and mental health risks involved in undertaking such activities for their 

survival. 

Staff should also be able to speak to all men seeking to pay women for their sexual 

gratification, and offer them pathways out of this addiction. 

By ‘addiction’, we do not imply that all buyers are regular buyers, or that they suffer from 

a behavioral addiction as stated in the DSM-5, the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual for 

psychological disorders from the US. We imply that the need that they are filling by 

seeking sexual favours with flaunting their cash to vulnerable women can be addressed 

with appropriate mental health strategies. 

Pink cross provides Mental health support to people who identify as having a sex or love 

addiction, and can treat people accordingly. 

Our treatments follow Best Practice in the social services sector, both for those engaging 

in prostitution (‘service Providers’) and those who are purchasers (the buyers, addicts, or 

unknowingly ‘abusers’ of women by way of financial coercion for sexual gain). 
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Part 3 Division 9 - Powers of entry 

Pink Cross as a mental health support agency for those engaging in prostitution activities 

should come and go as they please in order to ascertain that all staff, sub-contractors 

(prostituted people, or ‘service providers’) are ok. 

Pink Cross offers mental health strategies for wellbeing in the ‘sex industry’ following 

world, national and state Best Practice in the medical sector encompassing case-

management, counselling, psychological and therapeutic treatments. 

 

Part 3 Division 9 - (64) 

Pink Cross should be allowed to enter businesses categorised as Massage Parlours, 

which may have staff who become exposed to clients offering them cash in exchange for 

a ‘happy ending’. Pink Cross should have the mandate, state by Governmental law, to be 

able to train all staff at all Massage Parlours, in conjunction with Police in order to 

decrease Human Sexual Trafficking. Training involves information and warnings put in 

place within the premises and in all their online advertising, and also access to therapy 

with a dedicated hotline for staff (regular or temporary), contractors and clients to report 

problems, as well as funded provision of Do-it-Yourself bags (see Appendix 3). 

 

Part 3 Division 9 - (66) 

It is stated that we should refer to the relevant bodies for investigation by The Australian 

Tax Office. Shall we investigate WHY there hasn’t been any funding to exit services in 

Victoria, and nationally?  

 

Point (e) in Assistance for organisations involved in helping sex workers to leave the 

industry. Here, in the Sex Work Act 1994 itself, there is an acknowledgement that some 

people involved in the sex trade want or need to transition out. Where is the evidence 

that the Government has channelled funding to those agencies?  And who are these 

agencies?  
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Part-3 Licensing system, number 66, Point (g) is extremely relevant. This also describes 

why we are for the revocation of The Act because of the dangers (including dangers to 

health) inherent in ‘sex work’, especially street sex work’ 

Part 3 Division 9 - (66) 

It is stated that we should refer to the relevant bodies for investigation by The Australian 

Tax Office. Shall we investigate WHY there hasn’t been any funding? 

Point (e) in Assistance for organisations involved in helping sex workers to leave the 

industry. Here, in the Sex Work Act 1994 itself, there is an acknowledgement that some 

people involved in the sex trade want or need to transition out. Where is the evidence 

that the Government has channelled funding to those agencies? And who are these 

agencies? 

Part-3 Licensing system, number 66, Point (g) is extremely relevant. This also describes 

why we are for the revocation of The Act because ‘dangers (including dangers to health) 

inherent in ‘sex work’, especially street sex work’ The application of the different parts of 

The Act should be a matter of a ‘Royal Commission into physical and moral injuries 

within the Victorian Sex trade’. We ask that Treasury and the Tax Office opens its books 

and disclose the amount of money the government, over the last 26 years, have taken in 

from the commercial sexual exploitation of women within a legalised system. 

The Act invites dissemination of information about the dangers of prostitution. Nothing 

Geneviève Gilbert, CEO of Pink Cross came across in her seven years on and off the 

trade has warned her of what she may, one day, suffer from. Or that there are 

predisposing factors from her family of origin which can lead her to fall prey to abuse, 

especially if she falls into the sex trade gutter. 
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Appendix 2: Duluth Sex Trafficking Wheel. 

1.  

 

The Polaris Project Human Trafficking Power and Control Wheel is adapted from the 

Domestic Abuse Intervention Project's Duluth Model Power and Control Wheel.  
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Appendix 3. Massage Parlours 'Do-it-yourself' bag, nature and 

popcorn scent. See other online examples.  

 

These bags were created for the safety of the humble 'massage therapist' (with no 

Australian recognised qualifications), who is, predominantly from our observations, from a 

CALD background. The use of such bags will put the onus on the receiver of the 'no sex' 

massage onto his hands, would he coerce the 'Massage therapist' into rubbing his penis at 

the end of a session. The buyer can then create his own 'Happy ending' whilst the 'Massage 

therapist' leaves the room, for her own protection. 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 4 

Legal Slave (2015) Art Piece by Geneviève Gilbert.  
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Printed on book Cover of Prostitution Narratives: Stories of survival in the sex trade (eds. 

Tankard Reist and Norma, 2016). Full mixed-media triptych (photo 1) and a zoom in from 

parts of the piece (photo 2).  
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